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WHAT IS THE ISLE OF WIGHT RURAL SME 
FUND...? 
The Isle of Wight Rural SME Fund is a 
competitive £150,000 fund managed by 
Natural Enterprise on behalf of the Solent 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP).  The Isle of 
Wight Rural SME Fund seeks to support the 
Solent economy by providing grants to rural 
small and medium sized businesses (SMEs) 
with potential for economic growth, 
leveraging in private sector investment, 
creating or protecting jobs and assisting the 
rural sector on the Isle of Wight.  

The Isle of Wight Rural SME fund is open for 
applications, with funding available to bidders 
until September 2016. 

The Isle of Wight has the largest rural sector in 
the Solent LEP area.  It has a vibrant rural 
economy with rural market towns, natural 
assets and a heritage that attracts tourism 
which makes up more than 20% of 
employment on the Island and generates 
£500m of direct and indirect expenditure.  

This fund is designed to continue the positive 
work of LEADER, supporting the Isle of Wight 
rural economy. 

From 2008 to 2014 Natural Enterprise and the 
Isle of Wight Local Action Group has allocated 
over £2m in support to businesses which is 
private investment.  It has delivered 158 jobs 
and generated £4.5m.  Since 2008 they have 
directly supported 70 businesses and 20 
organisations to include 8 start-ups.  

The new IW Rural SME Fund will be looking to 
support the strongest bids which return best 
value for money, jobs and leverage in the rural 
economy and generate sustainable growth.  

This is a Fund for Isle of Wight based Rural 
SMEs that require capital investment to 
progress their project which will enable their 
business to expand and grow.  

Grants are available between £2,500 and 
£10,000 and need to create or safeguard jobs 
to be eligible.  Those projects that can create 
or safeguard a higher number of jobs, and 
have a greater impact on the rural economy 
will be prioritised. 

Grants will have to be claimed by 14 October 
2016 and jobs created, by 31 December 2017.  
If you believe you have the potential to grow 
your business or safeguard jobs, but require 
some extra funding to do so, you may be able 
to benefit from the fund. 

If your project requirement is for over £10,000 
you may be eligible for other funding and 
Natural Enterprise will be on hand to advise 
rural businesses on potential EAFRD or other 
funding sources.  Please contact Bridget 
Welling from Natural Enterprise to find out 
more:  
 

bridget.welling@naturalenterprise.co.uk 
01983 201562 / 01983 296244  

or visit our website  
www.naturalenterprise.co.uk/pages/economic/110-the-

isle-of-wight-sme-fund 

Read on to find out more...

mailto:bridget.welling@naturalenterprise.co.uk
http://www.naturalenterprise.co.uk/pages/economic/110-the-isle-of-wight-sme-fund
http://www.naturalenterprise.co.uk/pages/economic/110-the-isle-of-wight-sme-fund


 
   

 

 

 

THE SUCCESSFUL BID JOURNEY 
 

An IW Rural SME grant could help your 
business unlock new growth opportunities.  If 
your project needs an injection of between 
£2,500 to £10,000 in order to proceed, has the 

rest of its funding in place and will benefit the 
rural economy & lead to sustainable jobs being 
created or safe-guarded, then the Isle of 
Wight Rural SME Fund could be the answer.

 



 
   

 

 

WHAT ARE THE KEY ELIGIBILITY 
CRITERA...? 

To be eligible, applications must meet the 
following criteria: 

• The bid must be for between £2,500 and 
£10,000 of IW Rural SME support. 

• The bid needs to demonstrate it will create 
or safeguard jobs. 

• The bid must raise private investment, 
whether through the company’s own 
resources, investors or borrowing.  The 
fund can provide up to 50% of your total 
project costs, up to a maximum grant of 
£10,000.  This means the bid must lever in 
at least £1 of private investment for every 
£1 of IW Rural SME support.  Successful 
bids tend to exceed this.  

• Bids must come from a wholly private 
organisation such as a limited company. 

• Bids must come from SMEs from the rural 
sector based on the Isle of Wight. 

• Bids must come from SMEs able to 
demonstrate how their project will benefit 
the rural economy of the Isle of Wight. 

 Bids from third sector organisations, 
charities and community interest 
companies are eligible for consideration. 

 Bids must not involve the delivery of a 
public sector project or service. 

 

WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITY CAN AN IW 
RURAL SME FUND GRANT 
SUPPORT...? 

IW Rural SME support is restricted to the rural 
sector only and funding can only be used to 
support capital expenditure items. 

IW Rural SME funding cannot be used for a 
business’ existing working capital costs.  For 
clarity this includes items such as salaries, rent, 
rates, utilities, stock and raw materials.  

IW Rural SME funding must comply with state 
aid rules.  The funding is offered under the “de 
minimis” aid heading, which permits a 
maximum of €200,000 of grant aid to a single 
recipient over a three year period. 

For more information, please see the more 
detailed Solent LEP document entitled “Isle of 
Wight Rural SME Fund – Technical Guidance 
for Applicants”. 

WHAT NEXT? 

If you feel you fit the eligibility criteria for this 
fund please submit your Expression of Interest 
which will book you in to a feedback call from 
one of the Natural Enterprise team.  

If you have any questions please email 
bridget.welling@naturalenterprise.co.uk 
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Map 

Yellow Farm based projects 

Green Forestry based projects 

Purple Community/Village Renewal/Heritage etc. 

Blue 'Other' rural businesses incl. food and tourism 

LEADER Investment 



 
   

 

 

Isle of Wight LEADER 

Asparagus Grader - modernisation of agricultural holdings 

A.E Brown Farms is a very successful business growing 
sweetcorn, squash, pumpkin, strawberries, asparagus, and 
cereals over 1400 acres in the Arreton valley.  Over the last 5 
years the asparagus production has increased due to new 
plantings and the maturing of existing beds and become a 
significant crop for the business.  This LEADER project funded a 
new high capacity and high specification grader.   

The new grader sorts and weighs spears as well as monitoring the 
curve of the spear.  The machine can be set to sort and weigh to 
various criteria which can be changed according to customer / 
order demand.  It also automatically records the number of kilos 
processed thus improving the grading efficiency of the operation 
as well as increasing the capacity. 

When freshly picked, the spears are firm and crisp and therefore 
the trimming operation produces an evenly cleanly cut sample 

which is a prerequisite for the high-end of the market. The higher capacity enables all of the day’s asparagus 
to be processed on the same day it is cut, increasing the freshness and quality of the finished product. 

In some seasons asparagus growers can experience “flushes” caused by temperature changes.  This puts 
pressure on the picking and therefore the grading of the asparagus.  If not cut in time the tip will start to 
flower leaving the spear unsellable.  . 

The grader was put to great use in 2011 when the 
first spears were cut in early April, as a result of 
one of the hottest spring months on record.  The 
crop is distributed all over the country and the 
efficiency improvements of the grader have 
enabled the farm to increase the acreage for the 
asparagus crop and maximise the profit from this 
high-value crop.  The undoubted quality of IW 
asparagus was reaffirmed in Spring 2011, when 
Isle of Wight asparagus achieved a Royal seal of 
approval being selected for the menu at the Royal 
Wedding.   

Case Study 



 
   

 

 

Isle of Wight LEADER 

Agri.Cycle – recycling of agricultural plastics  

Agri.Cycle Isle of Wight is a recycling project which 
offers island farmers and businesses an opportunity to 
recycle plastics and reduce the amount of waste going 
into local landfill.   

Part of a national franchise scheme, Sue Symes’ barn 
acts a transfer station for recycling all agricultural 
plastic and now also other plastic based waste, which 
is baled and stored on her farm at Northwood, before 
being transferred in large loads to a processing facility 
on the mainland. 

LEADER funding was used to purchase the set up 
equipment, mainly the large mechanical baling 
machine, which compresses the waste into large bales, 
which are then bound and palleted.   

One of the first IW LEADER projects, since its start in late 2008 the business has been growing steadily and 
now provides Sue with regular hours plus extra labour at peak times.  Businesses sign up to annual contracts 
which give them access to deliver unlimited amounts of plastic waste to the project.  By November 2011 the 
project had 9,085 acres signed up for the arable acreage services, 36 livestock farms and 4 horse owners.   

To date 169 tonnes of plastic being baled and 
recycled.  The system provides full traceability for 
the waste and helps farms meet EEC Waste 
Directives which rules out burning and burying 
waste on-farm.  
Originally aimed just at agricultural plastics the 
scheme is continually developing and now accepts 
a wide range of plastics, including chemical 
containers and bottles, plant pots and even spent 
shotgun cartridges, with over 150,000 shotgun 
cartridges being recycled to date.  This has also 
meant that businesses other than farmers can now 
be targeted as customers including nurseries, 
garden centres, gun clubs and Sue is currently also  
negotiating with several factory-based businesses.  
The business also sells a range of garden furniture 
made from the plastic recycled in the UK.   

Case Study 



 
   

 

 

 

 
 


