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Isle of Wight Rural Priorities Group 
 
This document has been prepared by the Rural Priorities Group, a partnership consisting of 
the Isle of Wight Economic Partnership, the Isle of Wight Rural Community Council and the 
Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
 
This document aims to: 

- Provide a factual basis to support the rural-proofing agenda 
- Provide the Island Research and Information Group with an evidence base 
- Support commissioning and neighbourhood profiling 
- Support future funding applications with rural-specific facts 
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1. Executive Summary 

For the majority of residents living in rural areas of the Isle of Wight, the Island provides an 
environment with a strong natural and cultural heritage and with strong and supportive 
communities. 84% of the Island’s land mass is defined as rural and it is home to 
approximately 36% (48,000) of its population.  

Rural Wight has a higher proportion of elderly people than the urban area with 33.8% aged 
60 or over. This clearly has some serious implications with regard to health and social care 
provision and also with regard to the overall future character of local communities. The 2007 
update of the Indices of Multiple Deprivation has confirmed that the Isle of Wight is the most 
deprived rural local authority in the south-east.  

A variety of issues exist with regard to housing and homelessness. High house prices, low 
local wages, restrictive planning policies, and occasional NIMBY attitudes have all play their 
part in the shortage of affordable housing in rural communities and currently, only 12% of 
homes in rural areas are affordable, compared to 21% in urban areas. The Island has some of 
the most severe affordability issues in the region.  
 
Rural residents tend to be healthier than those in urban areas. However, not surprisingly 
given the elderly population and low wage economy, rural areas are not unaffected by some 
serious health issues. Delivering care is also a concern. It is reported that some care homes in 
rural areas have recruitment problems. Similarly the availability of domiciliary and respite 
care is struggling to keep pace with demand and this situation could worsen given the 
growing elderly population in rural areas. In 2001 11.9% of people in the Island’s rural area 
are providing some sort of unpaid care.  
 
Academic results and skill levels on the Island are currently poor. However an analysis of the 
School Performance Assessments for 2006 of each of the primary and middle schools on the 
Island showed a trend that pupils in rural primary schools on the Island tend to achieve better 
results than those in urban primary schools. 
 
Future social policy needs to consider whether Island villages with a high percentage of 
second home owners and a very high percentage of elderly residents are an inevitable and 
acceptable characteristic, along with the implications on quality of life and service delivery 
that such a scenario might create.  There is also the potential that the main rural towns of 
Ventnor and Freshwater/Totland will experience higher levels of deprivation as a 
combination of demographic, health, economic and social factors combine.  
 
The Island’s rural incomes are slightly higher than urban ones. However Rural Wight 
household incomes are 35% less than the SE rural average. It also has consistently higher 
levels of benefit claimants than Rural South East. 
 
The latest economic data shows that rural Isle of Wight contributes approximately 22% of 
the total £1.5 billion output and 28% of the 51,250 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs in 2005.  
In terms of productivity (£23.6k GVA per FTE job), the rural area performs at an even lower 
level than the Isle of Wight as a whole (£26.9k and itself 30% below the South East average 
of £41k).  This reflects both the increased importance of low-productivity sectors (Hotels & 
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Catering, Education, Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing, Construction, Other Services, Retail, 
Health) in the rural area. 
 
It is important to see rural economy "in the round" and to note how important the mix of 
sectors is to the creation of value and jobs in the rural area.  Just under 40% of the GVA 
comes from the top 5 sectors - which are Construction, Hotels & Catering, "Other Services", 
Manufacturing and Retail.  Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing is slightly outside the top 5 ad 
provides another 8% of the GVA.  If you add Wholesaling, Education, Business Services, 
Health, Other Financial and Business Services and Transport which all contribute between 
5% and 7% of Rural GVA, this covers 88% of the total GVA of Rural Wight. 
 
In terms of Full Time Equivalent jobs, the top 5 sectors are Hotels & Catering, Education, 
Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing, Construction and "Other Services".  Together, these sectors 
provide 63% of the total FTE jobs in the Rural Wight.  Retail,  Manufacturing, Health, 
Wholesaling and Business Services provide another 32% of the FTE jobs.  
 
It will be very important for the economic health of our rural economy to ensure the 
continuation of a wide range of economic activity.  As Island businesses become increasingly 
national and global in their outlook, there will be an increasing tendency for these businesses 
to locate near our ferry gateways to improve the accessibility to cross-Solent travel and 
beyond - both for themselves and their customers.  These businesses are going to be our 
higher value businesses so the rural area needs to find ways of avoiding having only the low-
value sectors in its area. 
 
Consequently, we need to improve the wealth and job-creation potential of rural Wight, by 
improving the productivity of the larger sectors and promoting the growth of higher 
productivity sectors. For example, by developing higher value added tourism, we should see 
an improvement in the productivity of the Hotels & Catering sector.  By encouraging and 
enabling the Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing sector to explore ways of adding value to their 
products, new jobs and wealth creation will be created there too.  
 

There is a lack of land-based infrastructure on the Island. There is a case for the Island to 
have its own slaughter-house or possibly abattoir. There is a dearth of meat cutting facilities, 
and there is currently not a livestock co-operative. There is a need to establish and support 
supply chains, including the potential for renewable energy. Support for the traditional land 
based industries will encourage and support them to add value and develop new income 
streams. Working patterns and practices allowing individuals to work from home in rural 
areas will reduce travel, keep activity in rural areas and ensure the rural economy is dynamic 
and not dormant.  

Economic development needs to go together with maintaining the strength of communities.  
It may well be that rural productivity is lower because much of the service provision is not as 
profitable in small towns and villages as it would be in urban areas.  However, these service 
businesses to provide an economic and social "glue" for local communities and their 
successful survival needs to be promoted, encouraged and assisted. 
 
The Isle of Wight has a valued and valuable landscape, natural and historic environment.  It 
is this that is the back drop to the lives of the local community, provides an income either 
directly through the use of the land or indirectly as the result of tourism and other cultural 



7 
H:\Rural\The State of Rural Wight\The state of Rural Wight 2008 latest version.doc    

10/06/2008 

and leisure activities.  The extent of lower quality land from an agricultural and growing 
perspective leading to less intensive agricultural practice is directly related to the high level 
of designation for landscape, natural and historic environments on the Island.  The landscape 
asset will lead to development pressure on rural areas.   
 
The agricultural sector is changing with increased importance of horticulture and poultry, and 
a dramatic decline in dairy and cattle and a stable sheep sectors.  Arable has declined slightly 
as have oil crops. The use of former pasturelands for leisure and amenity purposes 
(particularly the keeping of horses) is evident across the rural area.  The importance of the 
viability and contribution of the farming and forestry sector to the landscape, natural and 
historic environment of the Isle of Wight should be widely acknowledged. 
 
Rural Wight is the major source of the public drinking water, as well as water for industrial 
and agricultural uses. Southern Water import 25% of IW demand from the River Test. The 
main Island rivers are classed as over-abstracted (at risk of environmental damage under 
current usage), or over- licensed (at risk of damage if licences were fully used).  It should be 
no surprise that small IW rivers and aquifers are heavily used and that there is no further 
water available for licensing in summer.  It is uncertain as to how climate change will affect 
farming, biodiversity, water tables, soil management, pressure on the use of the coast and 
countryside, disease and other issues.   
 
A significant proportion of waste, both domestic and commercial, is land-filled in Rural 
Wight. This implies additional transport impacts on the sur rounding roads, along with the 
environmental effects of the landfill (litter, smell, emissions etc). 
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2.0 Introduction 
 
2.1     What is Rural Wight? 

The Rural Definition was introduced in 2004 by the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra). It is available at Census Output Area level (125 households / 
population of ~300) and above. Each output area is assessed in terms of morphology - urban 
(over 10,000), rural town, village and dispersed (hamlets and isolated dwellings) and context 
- sparse and less sparse. This definition has been applied to the Isle of Wight and used as a 
basis to inform our knowledge of the rural areas. 

The Rural Definition for the Isle of Wight equates to an area of 33019 Hectares (330.19 
KM2) or 84% of the Island’s land mass. 
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3.0 Living in Rural Wight 
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
For the majority of residents living in rural areas of the Isle of Wight, the Island provides an 
environment with a strong natural and cultural heritage and with strong and supportive 
communities. 

Rural areas of the Island generally offer a peaceful setting and a slower pace of life, for 
example the Island scored well in the ‘Tranquility’ study undertaken by the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England in 2006, which considered issues such as seeing a natural landscape, 
hearing wildlife and birdsong, hearing peace and quiet and others.  

Residents in rural areas nationally tend to be healthier and benefit from lower levels of crime 
as a rule. However, it is also generally considered that rural areas of the Island suffer from 
poor access to services, limited employment and training options and that the rural way of 
life is generally under threat in a variety of ways. 
 
In a speech in 2001, the Prince of Wales stated, “There is one particularly stark difference 
between the deprivation faced in urban and rural areas: unlike the inner cities, in the 
countryside many of the problems are hidden from the eye of the casual observer. Those 
facing the hardest times are often living cheek-by-jowl with the better-off. They may live 
amongst beautiful scenery, but this does not make their problems any less real or urgent”  
 
Locally this point is perhaps exacerbated by the fact that the Island has a relatively small 
number of residents geographically spread, meaning that problems are harder to identify and 
harder and more expensive to address. 
 
In 2004 the Indices of Multiple Deprivation painted a poor picture of rural Wight. Totland, 
Freshwater Bay, Shalfleet and its hinterland, Brading, Ventnor and its hinterland and Chale 
and its hinterland, all recorded scores which placed them within the top 5% of deprived areas 
in Rural South East1. (These indices are based on nine measures including income, health 
and education and skills.)  
 
The 2007 update of the Indices of Multiple Deprivation has confirmed that the Isle of Wight 
is the most deprived rural local authority in the south-east2. Comparing the Island just to the 
rural south east can create a slightly false impression given the overall wealth of the region 
and the role of its rural areas as living space for commuters to London and other high salary 
areas, but clearly all is not ideal in rural Wight. 
 
The following pages will explore in a little more detail the evidence that exists to identify 
which perceptions are most accurate and start to make suggestions as to what the main social 
priorities are in rural areas of the Island. 
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3.2  Population and migration 
 
3.2.1 Introduction 
In 2001 there were just over 48,000 living in the Island’s rural areas, representing 36.2% of 
the Island’s population. Within this total just under 7,000 lived in dispersed areas, the 
majority residing in towns and villages3. 
 
3.2.2 Age 
The Island’s rural area has a higher proportion of elderly people than its urban area with 
33.8% of the rural population aged 60 or over. 45% of people age 90 and over on the Island 
live in rural areas and conversely the age groups with the least proportional representation in 
the rural area are 20-29 and 30-39 (26% and 29.7% of the Island totals respectively). 
Similarly 39% of the Island’s widowed population live in the rural area, which is 
considerably higher than the 29% average of the rural south east4.  
 
Island-wide, the older population is expected to grow more quickly than that of England 
(2002-2022: IW = 154.5%, England = 136.7%)5.  
 

 
 
It is recognised nationally that we are an ageing population with a growing percentages of the 
population being aged 65+. On the Island and in particular in rural parts of the Island, this 
feature is likely to be even more apparent and clearly has some serious implications, 
especially with regard to health and social care provision but also with regard to the overall 
future character of local communities, some of which will be touched on later. 
 
3.2.3 Migration 
Detailed data regarding migration into rural areas of the Island is not available but in the 
decade up to 2004 the Island experienced an average annual increase of 0.8%6 and for the 
year ending June 2006, Island migration figures again showed an overall increase in 
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population. The only age category to decrease was the 16 to 24 year olds (807 inflow and 
1098 outflow).  
 
It is predicted that the Island’s current population of 138,5007 will rise by 5% by 20128. It 
seems likely that given the overall anticipated increase, rural areas of the Island will have a 
net population increase amongst older age ranges given current trends and related factors 
such as the Island’s attractiveness as a retirement destination and the high cost of housing 
creating a barrier to younger people. As mentioned above this will have big implications for 
health and social care provision. 
 
Another point to note is where a significant number of domestic in-migrants are coming 
from, with 1000 persons per annum moving to the Island from London Boroughs, far higher 
that in-migration from Hampshire and Surrey9.  
 
Evidence of long distance moves to the Isle of Wight is supported by consultation with estate 
agents and developers, who indicated strong demand for property from in-migrants and 
retirees particularly focused at the higher ends of the market. 
 
Another group to note are international economic migrants. One factor that may ensure that 
the anticipated population increase is more evenly distributed across ages is the inflow of 
economic migrants, especially from Eastern Europe. In this case the migrants tend to be of 
working age, sometimes with young families and increases in their numbers will therefore 
partially even out the age spread of overall in-migration. This issue is covered in greater 
detail in the next chapter. 
 
3.2.4 Ethnicity 
In 2001 non white residents made up 1.3% of the Island’s population compared to 8.7% for 
England and Wales although it is now estimated that this percentage has increased slightly10. 
Further research is needed to assess the leve ls of in-migration from Eastern Europe that have 
occurred in the last 2 years. 
 
 
3.3 Access to services 
 
3.3.1 Introduction 
Access to services is frequently flagged up as a problem for rural areas nationally but given 
that the Island is a relatively small place with the main shopping and service town of 
Newport, centrally located, physical access is not such a great problem locally. This section 
will consider this issue and focus on concerns around both availability and accessibility of 
services. 
 
3.3.2 Availability of public services 
The Island is a relatively small place and with the exception of one off services such as the 
Isle of Wight College and St Mary’s Hospital most rural areas of the Island are no more than 
10 – 20 minutes away from public services as the crow flies11. However 10 – 20 minutes by 
car and longer by bus does not necessarily represent adequate access for all. 
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In addition despite the relatively short times involved for rural residents to access most 
services, it is clear that in many cases the level of local service provided to rural residents is 
noticeably less than that provided to urban residents and the less densely populated the area, 
the less the services locally available. 
 
Where these services are provided by the private sector there are clearly some obvious 
economic factors that create this scenario, but where these services are public services it is 
questionable to what extent the need for efficiency in public service delivery and the need for 
fairness in provision of public services to all residents whether in urban or rural areas can be 
achieved. 
 
Many of the smallest rural communities have already lost any public services that they once 
had and now the pressure is clearly on the medium sized villages. It seems likely that four 
rural post offices will close in 2008 and the current discussions around changes to the 
education system have clear potential to result in the closure of a number of rural primary 
schools. Both these issues have potential knock on effects such as loss of rural shops in the 
case of post offices and loss of childcare services, adult learning opportunities and general 
community building space in the case of primary schools. 
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If one considers the availability of National Health dentists, 50% of these are in rural areas, 
but only one is in the West Wight. Similarly with National Health opticians, only 26% are in 
rural areas12. 
 
The extent to which these issues can be seen as Island priorities given the broader Island 
health service issues is debateable but given the key aim of supporting older people to live 
active and independent lives, based in their own home and given the high numbers of older 
people that live in rural areas, consideration of rural issues in the planning of Island services, 
‘rural proofing’ as it is called nationally, needs to be improved. 
 
Given on-going budget pressures within the public sector and the simple fact that it is harder 
to deliver cost effective services in rural areas there will always be a tendency for rural 
residents to receive an ever worsening service and this should be guarded against. 
 
National programmes such as extended schools offer some opportunities to protect or indeed 
expand rural service delivery and the whole issue of making best use of community buildings 
to maximise local service delivery needs to be focused upon urgently. Innovative approaches 
to protecting services can be identified both locally, for example using Whitwell Church to 
provide services and nationally and the whole issue of devolution of services to the Town 
and Parish level also offers future opportunities. 
 
3.3.3 Rural retail provision 
In 2007, research identified over 300 retail organisations in rural areas and provided a 
detailed breakdown of rural provision excluding the main rural towns of Ventnor, Freshwater 
and Yarmouth13. In these areas there exists 31 supermarkets/convenience stores including 14 
outlets shared with post offices, a total of 27 post offices, 23 specialist food and drink outlets, 
14 newsagents/confectioners, 13 hairdressers, 11 petrol stations and more, so initially 
provision appears reasonable. 
 
This thought is supported by a recent survey to measure local satisfaction levels. Two 
approaches were taken, a one to one survey in 8 medium/large villages and a survey through 
the County Press14.  
 
The one to one street survey evidences good levels of satisfaction with current village 
shopping facilities with 25% of responses judging them ‘Excellent’ (defined as ‘I can get all I 
need locally) and 50% ‘Good’ (most things available but I have to travel to bigger towns for 
some things).  
 
The County Press survey provided far less positive results, with 12% ‘excellent’ and 32% 
‘good’. Clearly the different methodologies used were probably partly responsible but it also 
seems likely that the lower satisfaction levels reflected the fact that some responses came 
from residents living in smaller rural settlements with no local facilities. Through the County 
Press survey 19% judged services as ‘Poor’, defined as ‘Little available, so virtually all has 
to be obtained elsewhere’. 
 
This point around smaller rural communities is confirmed by further research which 
identified 31 smaller villages as having no retail outlets whatsoever15. 
 
It seems likely given the high level of very small businesses on the Island, that if it were 
economically viable to run a retail unit in these smaller villages then they would exist. 
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Whether a more flexible approach such as increased mobile provision or provision of mini 
markets in different village halls/car parks on different days of the week could work may be 
worth further investigation. 
 
With regard to feedback on shop usage, the average response from the street and County 
Press surveys indicated 44% with daily usage, 44% at least weekly, 3% at least monthly. 
 
One specific service that, given the high number of older people in rural areas, appears very 
limited is the availability of a prescription collection service. 
 
With regards to availability of local produce, a side issue worth noting is that less than half of 
the retail outlets in the rural areas studied in detail (excluding Ventnor, Freshwater, 
Yarmouth) offered some local produce and in most cases only a very limited range was 
offered. 
 

 
3.3.4 Community Buildings 
Mapping and consultation work has also been undertaken with regard to community 
buildings, although the process of obtaining detailed information has been slow due to a poor 
response rate from custodians and is not yet complete16. 
 
72 community buildings were identified in rural areas (excluding the 3 main rural towns) and 
satisfaction is generally high. 
 
Community buildings provide a range of services, in rank order of terms of usage these 
include:  

• Meetings, events and activities related to interests/hobbies/recreation 
• Older age group activities 
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• Training courses/classes 
• Parish council meetings 
• Indoor sports 
• Children’s groups   

 
The majority of these buildings have the capacity to host more services with even those 
buildings actively seeking outside hire averaging between 25-50% usage and around 50% do 
not actively seek to attract bookings and market the availability of their building. 
 
From the user perspective, of the people surveyed directly or via County Press an average of 
3% were daily users, 31% were weekly, 26% monthly and 23% used rarely with usage levels 
lower from County Press respondents17. 
 
With regard to satisfaction, the average results were 28% ‘Excellent’ (Good building with 
lots going on), 36% ‘Good’ (reasonable building with several active groups using it) and 
16% ‘Reasonable’ (building ok and has things going on occasionally). Satisfaction levels 
identified from the County Press Survey were slightly lower. Considering the street survey in 
greater detail, there was clearly a low level of satisfaction in 1 village and room for 
improvement in 3 others of the total of 8.  
 

 
 
3.3.5 Service accessibility 
In addition to the issue of availability of service, accessibility is an additional point to 
consider. Even if services are available they may not be accessible. Some possible reasons 
are: 
Ø Lack of awareness of services 
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Ø Inadequate transport available to services 
Ø Additional barriers preventing the elderly or those with a disability 
Ø Lack of services available on-line 

 
Straight line distance helps to measure how easily people can reach service, but it does not 
take transport availability into account. The Department for Transport produces indicators of 
accessibility to services based on travel times by public transport, walking or cycling.  
 
3.3.6 Public Transport in rural areas  
There have been some significant, recent improvements to bus accessibility if one considers 
cost barriers, with free travel for over 60s and a 50p fare for young people. In addition there 
are a greater number of buses running on many routes but perhaps understandably these tend 
to be between the main urban areas. 
 
Some villages still have a very limited service especially in the evenings with the last bus 
leaving Newport to Chale and Niton departing at 5.25 pm and the last one to Chessell 
departing at 5.45 pm (as at Dec 2007).  In addition the rural bus network does not cover all 
villages and the nature of the roads servicing certain rural areas prohibits this possibility. 
Very recent concerns (Feb 2008) have arisen around possible reductions in rural bus services 
and these reflect the constant threat under which these services tend to operate. 
 
Transport for young people has always been a specific issue for the Island and particularly in 
rural areas. A reduced fare was well received by young people and consultation with young 
people reveals that they prioritise reduced bus fares for young people and the recent 
concession for young people travelling by Wightlink to Brockenhurst College is another 
recent improvement addressing travel barriers for young people. 
 
The combination of cost and timetable barriers still represent a real problem in terms of 
working age adults in rural areas being able to use the buses to access employment and 
training opportunities and this has become a persistent and self perpetuating problem as 
insufficient services lead to higher car ownership in rural areas generally leading to further 
low bus usage and therefore a disincentive for private sector providers to increase service 
levels. 
 
With regard to the physical accessibility of buses, by law all buses operating will have to be 
accessible by 2015 and the law requires that all new buses entering service have to be 
accessible.  The process is accelerating locally as the bus company is committed to early 
replacement of old vehicle stock and because it is  increasing many service frequencies, there 
is a need for new buses, which will need to adhere to accessibility rules.  
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3.3.7 Access to schools 
 

 
 
 

 
 
School Travel Plans 
Taking a different focus on travel issues for young people, school travel plans exist to reduce 
car use to school sites, by increasing walking, cycling, public transport use and car share. 
This links to the need to increase activity, to improve the environment, and to make 
communities safer. 
 
In the rural area, by Spring 2008 Arreton, Brading, Brighstone. Chale, Northwood, Shalfleet, 
Wootton and Yarmouth, All Saints (Freshwater), St Saviours (Totland) and Godshill Primary 
Schools and West Wight Middle all have School Travel Plans all have travel plans. In 
autumn over 900 school children in the West Wight area were asked how they currently 
travel to school, and how they want to travel to school. 48% currently travel by car, but  47% 
want to cycle/scooter and 20% want to walk. The children would like to see more people 
cycling, more cycle paths and cycle provision on the highway, cycling lessons in school, bike 
shelters at school, and maintenance sessions at school18.  
 
3.3.8 Car ownership 
In 2001 car ownership on the Island is higher than the England and Wales average; 47.6% 
compared to 43.8%. In addition car ownership is higher in rural areas of the Island19. 
However, 19.2% of households in rural Wight did not have a car or van available for private 
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use. This compared with 11.6% in the rural South East and 14.1% in rural England. Totland, 
Freshwater Bay, Wootton and the Ventnor area have the highest concentrations of non-
ownership and are within the lowest 5% for ownership in the South East.  
 

 
 
In 2001 there were about the same percentages of people working from home in rural Wight 
as in rural South East, or rural England, but less people in rural Wight work within the ward 
of residence; 18.7%, compared with 21.8% rural South East and 21.4% rural England, 
meaning more people need to travel to work20.  
 
The above figures suggest that residents in rural Wight are more likely to require transport to 
work than in other rural areas, but less likely to have access to private vehicles and indicate 
transport disadvantage, especially given the low average wages on the Island.  
 
The lower ownership figures for rural Wight compared to rural south-east is likely explained 
by the greater wealth and higher income levels of rural south-east residents. 
 
3.3.9 Accessing services via the internet 
Broadband access is now available Island wide. However, it is recognised that there is a 
continuous need for improvements and upgrades to service. While there is no data regarding 
broadband take-up in rural areas, on a County basis, Island broadband take-up is the lowest 
in the region, but it is still above national average and increasing rapidly. In addition it is 
possible to access internet services in 5 public libraries in rural areas, a number of rural 
schools such as Chale, a couple of mobile facilities and via a variety of other community 
organisations.   
 
The Isle of Wight Council is committed to delivering more services on- line and currently 
these include Council Tax, Business rates, penalty charge notices, Housing Benefit, car park 
permits and many more. Internet transactions with the Council increased by 120% between 
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the financial years 2005/06 and 2006/07, to a total of 31,418 and this year’s figures are 
indicating that a further 50% increase is likely21.  

A map of known WiFi Hotspots compiled from a combination of data shows poor coverage 
in the rural areas. 

 

A great variety of retail services can of course now be purchased on line and deliveries made 
locally, for example by supermarkets. Survey data indicates that most rural residents use the 
internet for purchases of books and CDs22. 

The potential for access to service issues to be overcome by online purchasing is large and 
clearly usage is increasing and will continue to do so. The one interesting question is whether 
uptake in rural areas is following the Island trend or not and this may warrant further 
investigation. 
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3.4 Housing and homelessness 
 
3.4.1 Introduction 
A variety of issues exist with regard to housing and homelessness on the Island and rural 
areas are particularly affected by many of them. 
 
The number of households in rural parishes is as follows: 
 

Parish Name No. of Households  
ARRETON PARISH 423 
BEMBRIDGE PARISH 2073 
BRADING TOWN 969 
BRIGHSTONE PARISH 838 
CALBOURNE PARISH 406 
CHALE PARISH 307 
FISHBOURNE 334 
FRESHWATER PARISH 3051 
GATCOMBE PARISH 195 
GODSHILL PARISH 671 
GURNARD PARISH 935 
HAVENSTREET & ASHEY 379 
NETTLESTONE PARISH 1690 
NEWCHURCH PARISH 1171 
NITON PARISH 1064 
NORTHWOOD PARISH 984 
ROOKLEY PARISH 268 
SHALFLEET PARISH 756 
SHORWELL PARISH 326 
ST HELENS PARISH 671 
TOTLAND PARISH 1518 
VENTNOR TOWN 3491 
WHIPPINGHAM PARISH 436 
WOOTTON PARISH 1687 
WROXALL PARISH 820 
YARMOUTH TOWN 576 

 
 
3.4.2 Lack of affordable rural housing 
The lack of affordable housing in rural communities has now reached crisis point, fuelled by 
the social housing right to buy schemes of the 80’s (which saw many more rural homes sold 
than urban), the increase in second home ownership and the dramatic increase in the cost of 
housing. 
 
As can be seen from the figures below, there have been big increases in the cost of housing 
across all types in the last few years. Please note these figures refer to the island as a whole.23 
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Month 

Detached (£) Semi-
Detached (£)  

Terraced (£) Maisonette/Flat 
(£) 

All 
(£)  

February 2001 133,030 80,658 68,723 51,613 82,250   

February 2002 155,668 94,383 80,418 60,396 96,246   

February 2003 195,843 118,742 101,172 75,983 121,086   

February 2004 221,774 134,464 114,568 86,043 137,118   

February 2005 257,526 156,141 133,037 99,914 159,223   

February 2006 262,651 159,248 135,685 101,903 162,392   

February 2007 280,168 169,869 144,734 108,699 173,222   

February 2008 294,609 178,625 152,194 114,302 182,151   

 
High house prices, low local wages, restrictive planning policies, and occasional NIMBY 
attitudes have all played their part in the shortage of affordable housing in rural communities 
and currently, only 12% of homes in rural areas are affordable, compared to 21% in urban 
areas.  
 
In simple terms “affordable housing” is a housing unit that is provided for either sale or rent 
at less than the market rate. However what makes this housing “affordable housing” is that it 
is protected against being offered at full market rates in the future. “Affordable Housing” has 
to be provided at rates that reflect local incomes. Therefore “Affordable Housing” is one of 
the following types of housing: 

• Social Rented Housing 
• Intermediate Rented Housing 
• Discounted Sale Housing 
• Shared Equity Housing 

 
The concern around rural housing affordability is highlighted by the Isle of Wight Council 
Housing Market Assessment which considered house price to income ratios for different 
parts of the Island. i.e. comparing household incomes to average house prices24.  Cowes and 
Ryde were identified as having a ratio of less than 8, Newport between 8 and 9 while 
Ventnor was over 10, rural west Wight over 10 and Bembridge over 11. (The lower the 
figure the more affordable the area.) 
 
The report concluded that, ‘The Island has some of the most severe affordability issues in the 
region which is a reflection of having some of the lowest earnings.’, and the figures above  
show that these issues are greatest in rural areas. 
 
The Rural Housing Enabler Officer based within the Rural Community Council has 
supported 13 Housing Needs Surveys to be undertaken in rural parishes on the Island in the 
last 4 years. These have identified the need for a total of 348 affordable housing units in rural 
areas25. However, funding available for affordable housing, more often than not, comes 
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through the Housing Corporation and with a limited amount of finance available and a 
responsibility to get value for money, urban developments tend to be prioritised.  
 
590 units of affordable housing were developed between 2002/03 and 2006/07 but none of 
these were in rural areas. The Isle of Wight Council has identified the potential for 103 
affordable housing units in rural areas between 2007 and 2012. This is compared with 698 
units in urban Wight26. 
 
While the provision of 103 units of affordable housing would be excellent news, if delivered, 
it is still some way short of what is required. In addition there is a real concern that the 
current  approach to the development of affordable housing and the Government and Housing 
Corporation guidance and definitions may lead to ‘affordable housing’ developments that are 
still not that affordable on the Island given the very low wage levels. Some potential exists to 
address these concerns through channelling developments through independent trusts and 
these need to be pursued.  
 
The shortage of affordable homes is not just a fundamental issue about providing decent 
homes for rural people. In the present climate young people and families and the elderly 
(excluding in-migrants) are being forced out of the villages that they grew up in, which 
strikes at the very heart of what is required to sustain the social and economic well being of 
rural communities. 

Despite the local lack of affordability, the Island is still relatively affordable compared to the 
south-east and is therefore likely to continue to be attractive to retirees and second home 
owners to the detriment of existing young people and families on low wages and indigenous 
older people.  

It is therefore suggested that affordable housing is one of the most significant rural issues for 
the Island and it is imperative that the issue does not get forgotten in the drive to meet Island 
housing targets.   

3.4.3 Housing condition and fuel poverty 
In 2004 several rural wards were all calculated to have the highest percentiles of deprived 
indoor living environments in rural South East27. This calculation is based on social and 
private housing in poor condition and houses without central heating. 12.1% of households in 
Rural Wight lack central heating compared with 4.9% in rural South East and 6.4% in rural 
England28. 
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The Fuel Poverty Indicator, a statistical model of fuel poverty based on the 2003 English 
House Condition Survey (EHCS) and 2001 Census identifies 1,308 rural households on the 
Island as suffering from fuel poverty based on their ‘full income’ calculation, which suggests 
that fuel poverty is as much a rural issue as an urban (2538 instances). These figures largely 
reflect the Island population split with 34% in rural and 66% in urban.   
 
There is perhaps a concern that whilst the problem is clearly as large in rural areas, efforts to 
address it may tend to be focused on urban areas due to funding and efficiency factors. 
 
3.4.4 Travellers  
People Off The Streets, a local charity estimate that there are 50-60 unauthorised stopping 
sites on the Island, including farmer’s land, roadside, National Trust etc29. 
 
The Isle of Wight Council in its study, undertaken in accordance with the national guidance 
under the Gypsies and Travellers Accommodation Assessment and Travelling Showpersons 
Assessment identified the need for 24 pitches on the Isle of Wight30. 
 
The provision of official traveller sites is an issue that will need to be addressed in the next 
couple of years and could no doubt cause some concerns regarding their location amongst 
residents in rural communities. 
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3.5 Health and healthcare 
 
3.5.1 Introduction 
Nationally, people in rural areas tend to be healthier than those in urban areas and this is 
largely reflected on the Island. However, not surprisingly given the elderly population and 
low wage economy, rural areas are not unaffected by some serious health concerns. 
 
In 2004 four rural wards were recorded as being within the worst 5% of areas in rural South 
East according to health deprivation. In addition, more were recorded in the worst 10%. This 
measure identifies areas with relatively high rates of people who die prematurely or whose 
quality of life is impaired by poor health or who are disabled31. 
  

 
 
3.5.2 Life expectancy / mortality data  
Data based on deaths registered on the IW between 2002 – 2006, show that the rural Isle of 
Wight is healthier than urban Isle of Wight32. 
 
‘Life Expectancy at Birth’ estimates how long a person born in a particular area can expect to 
live, based on deaths in that area over a specific time period and life expectancy is higher in 
rural areas of the Island than urban. Similarly, the ‘directly age standardised mortality rate’ of 
an area is the number of deaths per 100,000 population of residents in that area in a specified 
period, taking into account the gender and age structure of the area’s population and again 
rural areas are better off.  Lastly, mortality from circulatory disease (including heart disease 
and stroke), which is a major cause of preventable and premature death is lower in rural areas 
than urban. 
 
There could be a number of reasons for this and key possible explanations include:  
• Deprivation: on most of the IMD deprivation domains, the urban IW SOAs are more 

deprived than the rural IW SOAs.   Higher deprivation is associated with poorer health.  
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• Migration: healthier (and wealthier) people could be retiring predominantly to the 
rural areas, and living longer than IW residents who have lived here for their whole or 
most of their lives.   

 
3.5.3 Indicators of physical health 
In Rural Wight in 2001 23% of people were recorded as having limiting long-term illness. 
This compares with 14.7% in rural South East and 17% in rural England. Totland, 
Freshwater Bay, Niton and its hinterland, Ventnor, Wootton, Brading and Bembridge are all 
within the highest 5% of areas with highest rates33.  
 

 
 
In 2006 5.5% of the working age population of rural Wight were recorded as permanently 
sick or disabled (rural South East = 2.8%, rural England = 4.0%). Several rural wards 
recorded rates within the highest 5% in rural South East34.  
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In 2005 4.4% of the Island’s rural population were in receipt of Disability Living Allowance 
(rural South East = 2.5%, rural England = 3.5%). Freshwater Bay and Ventnor and its 
hinterland were within the highest 5% of rates in rural South East and the latest figures 
suggest that the 4.4% Island level still stands35.  
 

 
 
However, there are more Disability Living Allowance claimants in urban parts of the Island 
both in absolute terms and as a percentage of population so while the rural Island may have 
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higher levels than the national average for rural areas, it is more of an urban problem. In 
2007 there were 2015 claimants total rural, 4820 total urban with claimants as a % of 
working age population being rural 4.4% and urban 5.1%36. 
 
In 2005 Incapacity Benefit/Severe disablement claimants in rural Wight stood at 6.5% 
compared with 3% for rural South East and 4.4% for rural England. Colwell, Freshwater 
Bay, Brading and Chale and Ventnor and their hinterlands were within the top 5% of areas in 
rural South East according to highest rates of incapacity benefit / severe disablement 
allowance claimants, with most of West Wight, the South Wight coast and Bembridge in the 
top 10%37. 
 

 
However once again the latest figures (February 2007) show that in absolute and relative 
terms the claimant rate is higher in urban areas than rural areas on the Island. These are, 1775 
total rural, 4535 total urban with claimants as a % of working age population being rural 
7.3% and urban 8.1%. Within rural areas it is parts of the towns of Ventnor and Freshwater 
that exhibit the highest absolute and relative levels38. 
 
3.5.4 Indicators of mental health and stress 
Evidence in data covering 1999 – 2003 and combining 4 different types of measurement and 
focusing on adults under 60 suffering from mood or anxiety disorders, highlights that the Isle 
of Wight as a whole has a high incidence of mental health concerns39.  
 
With regard to rural areas, parts of Ventnor (Super Output Area Ventnor East A) have the 
highest levels on the  Island and the whole of Ventnor and much of the West Wight are in the 
top 20% band nationally. 
 
However, if one considers the rates of incapacity benefit / severe disablement allowance 
claimants with a diagnosis of mental ill health, the claimant rate is again higher in both 
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absolute and relative terms in urban parts of the Island. These are, 685 total rural, 1945 total 
urban, with claimants as a % of working age population being rural 2.8% and urban 3.5%.  
 
3.5.5 The supply of healthcare in rural areas 
Supply of healthcare takes a variety of forms from availability of G.P.s, to specialist support 
such as chiropractors and day centres to availability of carers. In simple numeric terms the 
provision of G.P. surgeries is excellent with 50% located in rural terms, roughly matching the 
population breakdown40. As highlighted earlier with Nationa l Health dentists and opticians  
however, not all services are fairly distributed. 
 

 
Delivering care in rural areas is also a concern. It is reported that some care homes in rural 
areas have recruitment problems due largely to the percentage of the salary level that would 
be taken up by transportation costs for staff. Similarly the availability of domiciliary and 
respite care is struggling to keep pace with demand and this situation could worsen given the 
growing elderly population in rural areas. 
 
In 2001 11.9% (5740 people) in the Island’s rural area are providing some sort of unpaid 
care41. This compared to 10.1% in rural SE. In addition 1,281 people were providing 50 
hours or more.  
 
These concerns need combining with the national and local policy of trying to support more 
older people to live independently and healthily at home and demand for a wide variety of 
care provision grows further. 
 
 
3.6 Education 
 
3.6.1 Introduction 
Academic results and skill levels on the Island are currently poor. 
 
With regard to  Key stage 1 (ages 5 to 7) results are good (with performance in the top ten 
per cent nationally) but there is a gradual decline to Key Stage 4 (ages 14 to 16) where we 
are in the bottom 10 per cent nationally based on those pupils achieving 5 or more A*-C 
GCSE grades42. 
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A Level standards are also weak with performance in the bottom 20% nationally (based on 
those pupils achieving grades A-E) 43.  
 
With regard to vocational skills, the Island struggles to compete with its neighbours when 
one considers the qualifications profile by local labour force survey. Compared to the south 
east the Island is 3.5% behind with regard to level 2 qualifications and 6.5% behind with 
regard to level 3 44. 
 
No rural breakdown is possible from these figures but with specific regard to rural areas, 
2004 figures show Totland and Ventnor’s hinterland were recorded as within the most 
deprived 5% of areas of rural South East according to education skills and training45.  More 
rural wards were in the most deprived 10%. This calculation was based upon two measures; 
education deprivation for children and young people within the areas, and lack of skills and 
qualifications among the working age population. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3.6.2 Educational attainment at school 
 
An analysis was undertaken of the School Performance Assessments for 2006 of each of the 
primary and middle schools on the Island and an average calculated for the various figures 
recorded: 46 
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Achievement of five year olds – end of Foundation Stage 
Area of learning Rural average score  Urban average score  
Personal, social and 
emotional development 

21.7 20.3 

Communication, language 
and literacy 

26.8 24.6 

Mathematical development 21.7 20 
Knowledge and 
understanding of the world 

7.2 6.6 

Physical Development 7.6 6.7 
Creative development 7.1 6.7 
 92.4 85.8 
  
Achievement of seven year olds – Year 2 national assessments in reading, writing and 
mathematics 
Reading Rural average Urban average National average 
% pupils L2+ 92.9 89 85 
% pupils L2b+ 85.6 78 72 
% pupils L3+ 41.0 28 27 
Writing    
% pupils L2+ 94.1 88 82 
% pupils L2b+ 77 63 62 
% pupils L3+ 29 17 15 
Mathematics    
% pupils L2+ 97 94 91 
% pupils L2b+ 87 80 74 
% pupils L3+ 35 24 23 
 
Achievement of 11 year olds – Year 6 in the national tests in English, Mathematics and 
Science 
English Rural average Urban average National average 
% pupils L4+ 78.3 78.3 79 
Mathematics    
% pupils L4+ 69.6 71 76 
Science    
% pupils L4+ 88.3 88.6 87 
 
Clearly, a variety of explanations can be provided to explain the results above and more 
detailed analysis would be required before many strong conclusions can be drawn, but they 
do show a trend that pupils in rural primary schools on the Island tend to achieve better 
results than those in urban primary schools. 
 
Results at both rural and urban are better than the national average in almost all instances at 
five and seven years. Results at eleven years are very similar between rural and urban and 
both are now only level with or worse than the national average. 
 
There are no rural High Schools on the Island covering age 13 and upwards. 
 
The current Island school system is under review and significant numbers of rural primary 
schools could be closed. Therefore whilst at present the rural primary schools are arguably 



31 
H:\Rural\The State of Rural Wight\The state of Rural Wight 2008 latest version.doc    

10/06/2008 

the strongest part of the current schools system they are significantly under threat and a 
number of closures will also have potential knock on effects in terms of rural service delivery 
and sense of community. 
 
 
3.7 Rural community and governance 
 
3.7.1 Introduction 
The Island benefits from a strong sense of community pride and reasonable levels of civic 
participation.  
 
3.7.2 Rural governance and civic participation 
There are 7 Qua lity Councils within the Island’s rural areas. These are Chale, Shalfleet, 
Rookley, Brighstone, Wootton, Gurnard and Brading and a total of 11 rural parishes have 
completed a Parish Plan. In addition, Brading and Woottton have completed Market Town 
Healthchecks. 
 
The Isle of Wight Council is currently working with Town and Parish Councils to explore the 
potential for them to play a greater role in managing delivery of some local services and is 
testing some opportunities with Brading and Wootton Councils.  
 
In the local elections of 2001 and 2005, all predominantly rural wards recorded turnouts of 
over 60% (however both were combined with national elections, 2001 also with parish 
elections and 2005 with the mayoral referendum) so it is difficult to record like for like. The 
highest turnout was in rural Wight wards in both elections. As a whole the Island turnout is 
about average compared to national figures, those having stabilised after falling since the 
1950s47. 
 
3.7.3 The Third Sector 
It is estimated that there are around 800 charities on the Island and a similar number of other 
voluntary and community groups. Of these approximately 30% of these are based in rural 
areas. Work is underway to map out the size and value of the sector and based upon current 
information, it seems reasonable to predict that the total value (turnover) of third sector 
organisations will total in excess of £70 million. 
 
Volunteering plays a crucial role in the third sector and the Rural Community Council is 
currently developing a new volunteer centre to promote the value of volunteering and to 
support recruitment and management of volunteers. It is estimated that the value of 
volunteering on the Island is over £15 million48. 
 
Statistics aside, the voluntary and community sector and volunteering clearly play a key role 
in supporting rural communities on the Island, indeed it could be argued that they are the 
glue that hold them together. Whether the local community centre, sports clubs or Women’s 
Institute, the Third Sector provides much of the local identity and whether delivery of meals 
on wheels, domiciliary care or environmental projects, the Third Sector provides many 
services.  
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3.7.4 Rural crime 
Overall crime on the Island is relatively low with total recorded crime being below national 
averages. However, the need for visible policing and concerns over rowdiness and groups of 
young people are all identified as issues by parishes in their parish plan development.  
 
A snapshot of recorded crime on rural beats for the period 1/4/07 – 31/7/07 identifies 268 
instances of criminal damage, 212 of violence against the person and 169 other theft and 
handling crimes with these 3 being the most prevalent crimes49. Of these Freshwater/Totland 
and Ventnor beats are the areas with the highest figures. 
 

Rural Beats (01.04.2007 to 31.07.2007) 
    
Police Beat Wards covered Top crimes % of Beat crime 

LW08 
Freshwater Afton 

Freshwater Norton 
Totland 

Criminal Damage            
Violence against 
the Person Other 
Theft & Handling 

35% (63)              
25% (46)         
14% (25) 

LW09 
Brighstone & 

Calbourne           
Shalfleet & Yarmouth  

Violence against 
the Person Other 
Theft & Handling 
Criminal Damage 

27% (24)             
26% (23)              
23% (20) 

LW10 Central Rural 

Other Theft & 
Handling Violence 
against the Person 
Criminal Damage 

21% (7)               
18% (6)              
18% (6) 

LE04 
Ashey                  

Newchurch 

Violence against 
the Person  

Criminal Damage                     
Other Theft & 

Handling 

38% (23)              
22% (13)         
17% (10)  

LE05 
Brading & St Helens 

Seaview & Nettlestone 

Criminal Damage             
Other Theft & 

Handling Violence 
against the Person 

24% (28)             
19% (22)         
18% (21 

LE06 
Bembridge North 
Bembridge South 

Other Theft & 
Handling Violence 
against the Person 
Criminal Damage 

30% (18)             
20% (12)             
18% (11)  

LE10 
Binstead                  
Wootton 

Criminal Damage             
Other Theft & 

Handling Violence 
against the Person 

37% (23)             
21% (13)         
17% (11) 

LE11 
Chale, Niton & 

Whitwell Wroxall & 
Godshill 

Criminal Damage            
Violence against 
the Person Other 
Theft & Handling 

40% (35)              
19% (17)              
18% (16) 

LE12 
Ventnor East            
Ventnor West 

Criminal Damage            
Violence against 
the Person Other 
Theft & Handling 

35% (69)              
26% (52)        
18% (35) 

 
The recent figures for these areas are backed up by the fact that in 2004, Freshwater Bay was 
recorded within the most deprived 5% of areas in rural South East relating to crime, and in 
addition, Ventnor and Freshwater Norton were in the most deprived 10%50. The measure is 
based upon the incidence of recorded crime for 4 major crime themes representing the 
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occurrence of personal and material victimisation at a small area level. Offence types of 
burglary, criminal damage, theft and violence were included. 
 

 
 
Both the levels of crime identified and the relative crime deprivation identified in these two 
areas suggest that crime reduction in Freshwater/Totland and Ventnor is worthy of further 
attention. 
 
 
3.8 Discussion points 
 
The information provided above is not complete and some of it is open to different 
interpretations but a few points are worthy of note or further consideration: 
 
Short-term 

- The difficulty of local residents, on Island incomes, in being able to afford to buy a 
house in rural Wight.  

- The availability of health and social care for elderly residents in rural areas is a 
current and growing concern. 

- Service delivery in rural areas is constantly under threat and there is a need for 
increased efforts to be made to encourage private sector delivery and for public 
service bodies to ensure that they are providing fair access to services across rural and 
urban areas. 

 
Long-term 

- Are Island villages with a high percentage of second home owners and a very high 
percentage of elderly residents an inevitable and acceptable characteristic of the 
Island in 20 years time?  
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- What implications on quality of life and service delivery might such a scenario 
create? 

- Are the main rural towns of Ventnor and Freshwater/Totland at risk of experiencing 
higher levels of deprivation as a combination of demographic, health, economic and 
social factors combine?  
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4.0 Economic Wellbeing 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 1 is a summary measure that takes into account 6 
domains; income, employment, health, access to services, education and housing. Housing 
deprivation is focused in the most rural parts of the Island, with parts of Rural West Wight 
and Rural South Wight, Ventnor West, Parkhurst and Yarmouth / Norton falling in the 20% 
most deprived areas.  
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4.2 Income, wealth and consumption 
 
4.2.1 Levels of income 
In 2005 in the South East the average urban income was £36,911 and the average rural 
income as £32,787. On the Isle of Wight the urban / rural split was £21,980/ £23,9542. 
Therefore Rural Wight household incomes were 35% less than the SE average but higher 
than urban incomes.  
 
In 2004 12.1% of households in Rural Wight were recorded as ‘Income Deprived’ compared 
to 5.8% in Rural South East and 7.5% in Rural England. This was measured using a number 
of indicators including adults and children in income support, job seeker allowance, working 
families tax credits and disabled persons tax credit households. Asylum seekers were also 
included in this measure3. 

 
 
Older people were most deprived in Totland, Freshwater Bay and Ventnor, and children most 
deprived in Totland, Brading and Ventnor and Chale and their hinterlands. 19% of 
households in Rural Wight are recorded as ‘income deprivation affecting children’ compared 
with 8.2% in Rural South East and 10.5% in Rural England4. 
 
In 2001 20.9% of households in Rural Wight were lone parent households with dependent 
children, compared to 12.8% in Rural South East and 14.3% in Rural England. Freshwater 
Bay, Yarmouth, Brading, Seaview and Ventnor and its hinterland all were in top 5% of areas 
of Rural South East determined by highest rates of Lone Parents5. 
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In 2005 17.1% of children in Rural Wight were in ‘out of work’ families compared with 
8.9% in Rural South East and 10.2% in Rural England6.  
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In 2005 Income Support levels were at 4.6% (Rural South East = 2.3%, Rural England = 
2.8%)7. 
 

 
 
In 2005 13.7% of the population were receiving Pension Credit Guarantee Element (Rural 
South East = 10.9%, Rural England = 13.2%) with Totland and Ventnor also within the top 
5% of areas within Rural South East8. 
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4.2.2 Household expenditure  
There is no data relating to general expenditure in Rural Wight. However, the CRC9 find that 
rural households proportionally spend markedly more than urban households for the 
following: 
Ø Food and non-alcoholic drinks 
Ø Household goods and services 
Ø Transport 
Ø Recreation and culture 
Ø Miscellaneous goods and services 
Ø ‘Other’ expenditure items 

 
 
4.3 Full and fulfilling employment 
 
4.3.1 Structure of the Rural Economy 
The latest economic data (2007) shows that rural Isle of Wight contributes approximately 
22% of the total £1.5 billion output (2005 GVA).  This proportion has been fairly stable since 
1990 despite significant changes to the economy over this time. Rural Wight also accounted 
for 28% of the 51,250 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs in 2005.  This is also in line with the 
average proportion of FTE jobs in the rural Wight since 199010.    
 
The following table shows how the economic structure of rural Wight differs from that of the 
Isle of Wight overall11. The figures should be treated with some caution because they are 
based on sample data but they do provide a good overview of the relative sizes of different 
industry sectors.  Please note that the smallest sectors will have the least robust sampling. 
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IW Sectors 

 
Output 

£GVA m 

 
% IW 
GVA 

 
FTE 

Jobs (k) 

  
 
Rural Sectors 

 
Output 

£GVA m 

 
% Rural 

GVA 

 
FTE 

Jobs (k) 

Manufacturing 211.3 13.9 5.9  Construction 40.0 11.1 1.8 

Retail 145.4 9.6 6.4  Hotels & Catering 37.7 10.5 2.1 

Construction 140.6 9.3 6.3  Other Services 35.3 9.8 1.5 

Health 113.2 7.5 6.0  Manufacturing 28.5 7.9 1.0 

Other Services 98.5 6.5 4.1  Retail 28.3 7.9 1.3 
Business 
Services 90.9 6.0 3.3  

Agriculture, 
Forestry, Fishing 27.4 7.6 2.0 

Public Admin, 
Defence 90.5 6.0 2.6  Wholesaling 24.9 6.9 0.8 

Hotels & 
Catering 89.6 5.9 5.1  Education 20.9 5.8 2.1 

Education 81 5.3 3.6  Business Services 19.1 5.3 0.7 

Wholesaling 67.5 4.5 2.2  Health 18.6 5.2 1.0 

Other Financial 
& Bus Services 51.0 3.4 1.0  

Other Financial & 
Bus Services 18.1 5.0 0.4 

Transport 46.4 3.1 1.4  Transport 16.4 4.6 0.5 

Agriculture, 
Forestry, Fishing 30.5 2.0 2.2  Other Mining 7.2 2.0 0.1 

Banking & 
Insurance 30.4 2.0 0.5  

Public Admin, 
Defence 3.9 1.1 0.1 

Other Mining 11.9 0.8 0.1  
Banking & 
Insurance 2.2 0.6 <0.1 

Communications 10.5 0.7 0.2  Communications 1.9 0.5 <0.1 

Gas. Elec, Water 5.4 0.4 <0.1  Gas. Elec, Water 0.4 0.1 <0.1 

IW TOTALS 1,517.6 100 51.2  RURAL TOTALS 359.4 100 15.2 
 
 
While Manufacturing is the clear leader for delivering output for the Isle of Wight as a 
whole, in the rural area the leading output sectors are more evenly balanced between 
Construction, Hotels & Catering and Other Services.  After these come Manufacturing, 
Retail and Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing.  Together, these 6 sectors account for over half of 
all rural output.  The importance of Tourism to the rural economy can be seen from the 
importance of the Hotels & Catering sector.  Tourism also makes a significant contribution to 
the output of the Other Services and Retail sectors.  
 
In terms of jobs, Hotels & Catering, Education, and Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing are the 
top providers of Full Time Equivalent jobs in the rural area.  Construction, Other Services, 
Retail, Manufacturing and Health are also key providers of rural FTE jobs.   
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Since Rural Wight accounts for 28% of FTE jobs but only 22% of output, we can see why 
average rural productivity (£23,252 GVA / FTE job per annum) is lower than for the whole 
Island (£29,635). Both of these figures are also well below the average productivity figures 
for the South East: £41,501 and the UK: £40,46212. The reason for this is at least partly due 
to the relatively larger number of jobs in low productivity sectors, notably Hotels & Catering 
and Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing. 
 
The table following shows the average produc tivity for Isle of Wight industry sectors.  The 
table lists sectors in order of FTE jobs for the whole Island and then for rural Wight13.  Please 
note that the smaller the sector, the less robust the sampling will be.  
 
 

Isle of Wight 
Sectors in order of 
FTE Jobs 

IW FTE 
Jobs 

 (£ GVA / 
FTE pa) 

Rural IW 
Sectors in order of 
FTE Jobs 

Rural IW 
FTE Jobs 

 (£ GVA / 
FTE pa) 

Retailing 
     

6,450  
       

22,549  Hotels & Catering 
             

2,132  17,669 

Construction 
     

6,300  
       

22,319  
Agriculture, Forestry & 
Fishing 

             
2,008  13,635 

Health 
     

6,026  
       

18,790  Construction 
             

1,792  22,319 

Manufacturing 
     

5,894  
       

35,841  Other Services 
             

1,475  23,956 

Hotels & Catering 
     

5,069  
       

17,669  Retailing 
  

1,257  22,549 

Other Services 
     

4,110  
       

23,956  Health 
                

992  18,790 

Education 
     

3,625  
       

22,333  Manufacturing 
                

969  35,841 

Business Services 
     

3,267  
       

27,822  Education 
                

938  22,333 
Public Administration 
and Defence 

     
2,630  

       
34,424  Wholesaling 

                
814  30,559 

Agriculture, Forestry & 
Fishing 

     
2,236  

       
13,635  Business Services 

                
688  27,822 

Wholesaling 
     

2,210  
       

30,559  Transport    
                

504  32,498 

Transport    
     

1,428  
       

32,498  
Other financial and 
business services 

                
387  46,771 

Other financial and 
business services 

     
1,091  

       
46,771  

Public Administration 
and Defence 

     
113  34,424 

Banking & Insurance 
        

473  
       

64,350  Other Mining 
                  

85  84,379 

Communications 
        

218  
       

48,200  Communications 
                  

39  48,200 

Other Mining 
        

142  
       

84,379  Banking & Insurance 
                  

34  64,350 

Gas, Electricity & Water 
          

40  
     

134,683  Gas, Electricity & Water 
                    

3  134,683 
 
 
4.3.2 Trends 
Since 1995, most rural sectors have made progress in terms of output.  One exception is 
Manufacturing which was the top sector for output in rural Wight for most years until 2001 
but then suffered a significant decline from £44 million GVA to £28.5 million in 2005. 
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Construction, Hotels & Catering and Other Services have all overtaken Manufacturing since 
2001.  For the Island as a whole, however, Manufacturing is showing strong growth and is 
the leading sector for output by some way. The decline in the rural area may in part be due to 
an increasing concentration of manufacturing activity in the Cowes / Newport / Ryde triangle 
which lies outside the rural area. 
 
Hotels & Catering has historically been one of the top rural sectors for output and has shown 
good growth in the rural area in the past few years – more so than for the Island overall.  It is 
currently expected to become the top sector but despite this success it has yet to recover to 
the level of output it achieved in 1990 when data starts.   
 
Sectors showing rapid growth from the mid-nineties are: Construction, Other Services, 
Retailing and Business Services.  This matches the island-wide trend. Agriculture, Forestry 
& Fishing has enjoyed mixed progress but the overall trend has also been good.  More 
recently, Wholesaling seems to be enjoying strong growth in the rural area.   
 
In summary, the rural economy has seen the expansion of a number of sectors so that its 
foundation is now more evenly spread over a greater number of industry sectors. This should 
result in a more robust rural economy, although productivity in the rural area needs 
addressing as it does for the Island as a whole.  Larger rural employment sectors such as 
Hotels & Catering, Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing and Construction have not made much 
progress in improving their productivity since 1995 and this must change if the rural 
economy is to remain viable. 

Rural GVA by Sector 1990 - 2006
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4.3.3 Labour market 
The labour market is the working age population (aged 16 – 59 for women and aged 16 - 64 
for men). Not all of these will be looking for work (early retirees, homemakers, 
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incapacitated, students).  Unemployment is no rmally measured as JSA claimants or ILO 
survey (all those of working age looking for work in past 10 days). 
 
In 2004 many rural wards were calculated to be in the top 5% of areas in Rural South East in 
terms of employment deprivation14. Employment deprivation is conceptualised in terms of 
involuntary exclusion of the working age population from the world of work and measured 
according to numbers of claimants and New Deal participants.  
 

 
 
In 2001 in Rural Wight there was a high level of economically inactive people. 40.6% of 
people aged 16 to 74 were economically inactive (urban IW = 36.2%; SE rural = 30.3%, 
Rural England 31.9%) This difference may be largely due to early retirement15. Of the rural 
IW economically inactive people: 
Ø Retired = 57.3%  (IW urban = 45.3%; SE rural = 48.8%) 
Ø Looking after the home or family = 16.2%  (IW urban = 18.6%; SE rural = 23.2%) 
Ø Permanently sick disabled = 13.3% (IW urban = 16.5%; SE rural = 9.1%) This is the 

other main challenge for us but is this showing up because we have fewer people in 
the other categories (students, looking after home/family, other)? 

Ø Students = 7.2%  (IW urban = 8.4%; SE rural = 11.3%) 
Ø Other = 6%  (IW urban = 10.9%; SE rural = 7.6%) 

 
In 2001 many rural wards were within the top 10% of areas in Rural South East in terms of 
economically inactive rates16.  
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In 2005 13.5% of Rural Wight’s working age population were DWP benefit claimants, 
compared to 7.2% in Rural South East and 9.3% in Rural England17.  
 

 
 
In Summer 2005 1.7% of the workforce of Rural Wight were in receipt of Job Seekers 
Allowance, compared to 0.9% in Rural South East and 1.2% in Rural England. Colwell, 
Ventnor and its hinterland, Brading and Seaview were all within the top 5% of areas in the 
South East in terms of rates of claimants, and Freshwater Bay, Bembridge and Chale and its 
hinterland were within the top 10%18. 
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There is also a high level of part-time and seasonal employment. Rural Wight has lower 
percentage of PT workers than urban Wight. In 2001 the part-time / full- time split on the 
Island very similar for urban and rural areas (32%/68%). However, the % of part-time 
workers is a lot higher than in SE Rural total (26%/74%)19. Part-time working does affect the 
Island’s productivity. The nature of part-time work (tourism, agriculture) is particularly 
relevant to Rural Wight.  
 
The self employment level of Rural Wight is similar to Rural South East and Rural England 
(12.8%, 13.3% and 12.5% respectively). However there is a band within the top 5% of areas 
in Rural South-East as determined by rates20.   
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A comparison of monthly unemployment rates between the Isle of Wight and the South East 
(not rural specific) for the period October 2004 to September 2005 shows that the IW has far 
greater seasonal fluctuations. Where the South East only fluctuated from 1.6% to 1.4,% the 
Island fluctuated between 2.6% and 1.8%21.  
 
Workforce skills are an Island-wide concern. The following table highlights the rural 
manifestation of this problem22.  
 
Adult skills 2001 Rural Wight  Rural SE  Rural England 
No qualifications 32.2%   24%   28.6% 
Level 1  18.6%   16.9%   17.9% 
Level 2  22.8%   23.6%   22.6% 
Level 3  6.9%   9.4%   8.2% 
Degree  level  19.6%   26%   22.6% 
 
It should be noted that the above figures include all adults, and are not based on workforce. It 
is also dependent on an optional census question being answered. 
 
In 2001 Totland and Ventnor were within the 5% of areas with the lowest rates of degrees or 
higher level qualifications in Rural South East. Additionally Totland, Brading and Ventnor’s 
hinterland were within the 5% of areas with the highest rates of adults with no 
qualifications23. 
 
4.3.4 Labour market being boosted by non-UK nationals 
There are various sources of information about foreign nationals working on the Isle of 
Wight. Most is not rural specific. The data is to some extent a snapshot, and could: 
• exclude people who have not applied or registered with these schemes; 
• include overseas nationals who are no longer on the Island, or in the UK. 
National Insurance Registration data and data from Job Centre Plus both agree that Polish 
workers are by far the largest source of immigration 24,25.   
 
The data from Job Centre Plus covering the period March 2006 – April 2007 can be mapped 
by residential postcodes and therefore gives an idea of where migrant labour are living. 
Employment postcodes are not available. 
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The Workers Registration scheme issues permits to A8 workers (A8 = 8 EU accession 
countries) and records that 715 workers have registered on the Island between May 2004 and 
March 2007. These are predominately aged between 18 and 34 and working in the 
agriculture, hospitality and catering sectors. Therefore they are likely to impact on the rural 
labour market26. A summary by country of origin is shown below.  
 

Country of Origin Number of People % of Total
Poland 510                                72%
Slovakia 65                                  9%
Lithuania 60                                  8%
Latvia 40                                  6%
Czech Rep 20                                  3%
Hungary 10                                  1%
Estonia 5                                    1%
Slovenia 0%
Total 710                                100%  

 
A summary by industry is shown below.  

Sector Number of People % of Total
HOSPITALITY & CATERING 295                            43%
AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES 210                            31%
HEALTH & MEDICAL SERVICES 70                              10%
ADMINISTRATION, BUSINESS & 
MANAGERIAL SERVICES

30                              4%

SBS Sectors 30                              4%
CONSTRUCTION & LAND SERVICES 15                              2%
ENTERTAINMENT & LEISURE SERVICES 15                              2%
MANUFACTURING 10                              1%
RETAIL & RELATED SERVICES 5                                1%
Total 680                            100%  
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National trends indicate that these figures may considerably under-record numbers. They also 
indicate that these workers are likely to be more reliable and of higher skills levels than UK 
workers in the same sectors. As skills are recognised as contributing to GVA, it could be 
considered that they are valuable to the rural economy. Given the age profile, these workers 
could provide long-term revitalisation to rural communities including schools and services. 
Equally it needs to be recognised that there are specific social support structures that they 
will require27. 
 
4.3.5 The nature of rural businesses and impacts on employment 
Rural firms are traditionally smaller than urban ones. In 2005 it was estimated that 50% of all 
businesses within the IW AONB have business turnovers of under £50K (SE Protected 
Landscape Area average is 39.6%). These reports indicate that self employment is strong in 
rural Wight, and business are more likely to be micro-enterprises than SMEs28. 
 
A survey by IWEP revealed that a third of small rural businesses on the Island sampled had 
no desire for expansion and 67% had no desire to increase turnover above £20K over the 
next 5 years. This indicates that there are a great deal of lifestyle businesses and whilst these 
still require support, it may be better to focus public support on those with growth 
aspirations. This was a limited survey, and therefore results need to be treated with caution29. 
 
4.3.6 Understanding of demand for rural workspace  
More work is required on the type of workspace available, what it is and what it provides. 
Research of local agents by IWEP30 has revealed that: 
Ø Rural office space has a low level of demand as people prefer to have that as part of 

their home.  
Ø The “change of life style” market where somebody is looking to buy a house in the 

country with a suitable outbuilding for an office has a distinct shortage of stock – but 
this reflects the rural market of larger properties anyway. The solution is to buy a 
bigger house and convert part of the property. This might be an area where some 
further work might be of interest, but I am not sure exactly what that could be – 
possibly a loosening of planning to allow the building of such outbuildings or 
possibly complete developments.  

Ø Some rural business units at Perreton Farm, Newchurch; Dean Farm, Whitwell and 
the Old Hanger, Bembridge Airport have been on the market for some time. 

 
The IWEP Rural Business Survey31 revealed that 52% of small businesses operated from 
home. Most expressed no desire to move to dedicated or shared business premises. This was 
a small sample but reflects national research that indicates that 60% of new businesses are 
started from home. The same survey polled these businesses and 86% felt they could achieve 
their growth targets by running their businesses from home32.  
 
To sum up – in general there is not a problem with finding rural employment space. The 
main area of shortage is in the market of homes with outbuildings suitable for conversion. 
Future policy could encourage new build with home-work units, or conversions of existing 
residential buildings to include workspace. 
 
4.3.7 Use of technology 
The IWEP Rural Business Survey33 worryingly revealed that 35% of small businesses in 
Rural Wight did not have broadband, despite an almost complete coverage in the rural area. 
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40% did not have websites, and of those who did, less than 40% had interactive ones. 
However, many of the respondents expressed a desire to improve their web offering and the 
sample number was small, and therefore may not accurately reflect the rural businesses as a 
whole. 
 
4.3.8 Land based infrastructure and supply chains  
There is a lack of land-based infrastructure on the Island. There is a case for the Island to 
have its own slaughter-house or possibly abattoir. EBLEX estimate that about 5000 pigs, 
20,000 lambs and approx 4000 cattle are exported off the Island each year. They do not feel a 
livestock market is necessary34. There are a dearth of meat cutting facilities, and there is 
currently not a livestock co-operative. 
 
There are a large number of public and private woodlands, however all but the largest 
diameter timber of a limited number of species has little commercial value. There is a need to 
establish a supply chain, including the potential for renewable energy. Many of the private 
woodlands have difficult access. They can only be made viable with mobile equipment 
including saw mills adding value before the ‘forest gate’. There is only one such mill on the 
Island. The Island only has two static saw mills. There are no tannelising facilities on the 
Island. The main opportunities are therefore with woodfuel. 
 
The IW Council35 estimate a sustainable supply of 5,000 tonnes per annum of woodchip from 
Forestry Commission woodlands, and a similar amount from private woodlands. Processing 
of wood to woodchip requires chipping machinery and storage facilities. In addition there are 
further opportunities for small-scale pellet production from sawdust. 
 
 

The grain storage facilities are on an ageing wharf. There is not a long lease on this. The 
farming co-operative are also vulnerable to the maintenance of the channel. There are 
currently no grain pressing facilities.  
 

 
4.4 Enterprise and entrepreneurs 
 
4.4.1 New enterprises 
It is not possible to measure entrepreneurship in Rural Wight. However there are a number of 
actions that could help foster create and support a climate where entrepreneurs thrive. 
However the IWEP survey36 of small business in Rural Wight indicates that there are a great 
deal of lifestyle businesses and whilst these still require support, it may be better to focus 
public support on those with growth aspirations. 
 
Networking is a recognised factor contributing to entrepreneurship. Successful regions have 
businesses plugged into both local and regional networks. IWEP surveyed small businesses 
in Rural Wight and found a very low level of connectivity with Island or mainland 
networks37. Therefore many Island businesses will not be benefiting from shared best 
practice, business leads etc. 
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4.5 Discussion Points 
 

- It is important to see the rural economy "in the round" and to note how important the 
mix of sectors is to the creation of value and jobs in the rural area.  Just under 40% of 
the GVA comes from the top 5 sectors - which are Construction, Hotels & Catering, 
"Other Services", Manufacturing and Retail.  Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing is 
slightly outside the top 5 and provides another 8% of the GVA.  If you add 
Wholesaling, Education, Business Services, Health, Other Financial and Business 
Services and Transport which all contribute between 5% and 7% of Rural GVA, this 
covers 88% of the total GVA of Rural Wight.  

 
- In terms of Full Time Equivalent jobs, the top 5 sectors are Hotels & Catering (14%), 

Education (14%), Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing (13%), Construction (12%) and 
"Other Services" (10%).  Together, these sectors provide 63% of the total FTE jobs in 
the Rural Wight.  Retail (9%),  Manufacturing (7%), Health (7%), Wholesaling (5%) 
and Business Services (5%) provide another 32% of the FTE jobs.  

 
- In terms of productivity (£23.6k GVA per FTE job), the rural area performs at an 

even lower level than the Isle of Wight as a whole (£26.9k and itself 30% below the 
South East average of £41k).  This reflects both the increased importance of low-
productivity sectors (Hotels & Catering, Education, Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing, 
Construction, Other Services, Retail, Health  in the rural area. 

 
- It will be very important for the economic health of our rural economy to ensure the 

continuation of a wide range of economic activity.  As Island businesses become 
increasingly national and global in their out look, there will be an increasing tendency 
for these businesses to locate near our ferry gateways to improve the accessibility to 
cross-Solent travel and beyond - both for themselves and their customers.  These 
businesses are going to be our higher value businesses so the rural area needs to find 
ways of avoiding having only the low-value sectors in its area. 

 
- We need to improve the wealth and job-creation potential of rural Wight, by 

improving the productivity of the larger sectors and promoting the growth of higher 
productivity sectors. For example, by developing higher value added tourism, we 
should see an improvement in the productivity of the Hotels & Catering sector. By 
encouraging and enabling the Agriculture/Forestry/Fishing sector to explore ways of 
adding value to their products, new jobs and wealth creation will be created there too.  
By encouraging professional business service businesses to locate in the rural Wight 
(perhaps a sector best-suited to home-working or smaller-office developments) we 
can also stimulate increased wealth creation the in rural area. We should also 
encourage rural manufacturing to move into higher value, knowledge based activities.  
Moving in higher value activities will bring with it cleaner technology, a demand for 
higher quality accommodation and improved competitive strengths. 

 
- Economic development needs to go together with maintaining the strength of 

communities.  It may well be that rural productivity is lower because much of the 
service provision is not as profitable in small towns and villages as it would be in 
urban areas.  However, these service businesses to provide an economic and social 
"glue" for local communities and their successful survival needs to be promoted, 
encouraged and assisted. 
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- Support for the traditional land based industries to encourage and support them to add 
value and develop new income streams. These industries will continue to be key 
employers and therefore by developing their businesses hopefully productivity and 
employment will strengthen. Economically, environmentally and social they remain 
important 

- Improvement/development of the infrastructure to support new service businesses. 
The key aspect is IT provision e.g. Broadband take-up and usage. There is no reason 
why these professional businesses should not reside in the rural areas as long as they 
have good connectivity. This would be an opportunity for new start-ups and inward 
investment although their needs would be slightly different. 

- Working patterns and practices allowing individuals to work from home in rural 
areas. This will reduce travel, keep activity in rural areas and ensure the rural 
economy is dynamic and not dormant. In support of home working a key element is 
the provision of communal office/business facilities to allow the home worker to have 
social interaction and better support facilities when required. 

- Keeping the early retired in employment and appreciating /understanding the value 
they can offer a business. Key to this aspect will be the development of flexible 
working practices to meet the needs of the employer and the employee.  
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5.0 Land and environment 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
The Isle of Wight has a valued and valuable landscape, natural and historic environment.  It 
is this that is the back drop to the lives of the local community, provides an income either 
directly through the use of the land or indirectly as the result of tourism and other cultural 
and leisure activities.  It is all to easy to see the land and environment as a static resource and 
not to acknowledge that it is a result of the ongoing complex relationship between people and 
their environment both socially and economically.  Farming and Forestry practice are key to 
the conservation, protection and enhancement of the landscape and environment of the Isle of 
Wight, and this all too often hidden value should be recognised within calculations of relative 
value of economic sectors.  Whilst the Island has a high and valued environment this is 
functioning in an ever changing social and economic context, with both new and continued 
threats, challenges and opportunities for its conservation and protection. 
 
5.1.1 Designation 
The high quality natural and historic environment is reflected by the high level of designation 
within the county.  A complex underlying geology has dictated the historic land use and 
settlement pattern of the Island.  A rich legacy of past Islanders is reflected in the Historic 
Environment Record and analysis for the rural area shows the following: 
 
Historic Feature No. Area Hectares (% of Rural Area) 
Scheduled Monuments i 122  
   
Listed Buildings ii   
- Grade I 2  
- Grade II* 26  
- Grade II 498  
Total 526  
   
Historic Parks and Gardens iii 8  657 (2)  
   
Conservation Areasiv 19  

383 (1.2)  
   
 
The evolution of the landscape and the natural beauty that we see today is a result of how 
people have used the land and natural resources with this activity leading to the creation and 
processes for ongoing management of important habitats for plant and animal species.  Our 
Island status has given extra protection and allowed species that are often threatened on the 
mainland to survive and thrive. (Notable species such as rare bats, Red Squirrel and Water 
Vole, Wood Calamint and Early Gentian). Unlike socio and economic data sets, 
environmental data does not usually have the SE and National comparisons but it is 
recognised that the IW has a high level of designation for its landscape, natural and historic 
environmental qualities.    
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Landscape and Wildlife Designations within the rural area 
Designation Hectares % of Rural Area 
AONB 19116 58 
Heritage Coast (on shore area 
only) 

4401 13 

SINC 3945 11.9 
SSSI 3525 11 
SAC 1751 5.3 
SPA 1310 4 
Ramsar 1178 3.6 
TOTAL (dealing with overlap) 21445 

 
65% 
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5.2 Land use 
5.2.1 Land use make up 
 
Agricultural Land Classificationv data shows that the rural area consists of the following: 
Agricultural Land Class Hectares % of Rural Area 
Grade 2 1118.52 3.4 
Grade 3 18413.73 56 
Grade 4 9452.21 29 
Grade 5 1192.87 3.6 
Non-agricultural land 920.90 2.8 
Settlement 755.28 2.3 
 
Agricultural land classified into five grades of agricultural production quality based on 
consistent criteria such as climate (temperature, rainfall, aspect, exposure, frost risk), site 
(gradient, micro-relief, flood risk), and soil (depth, structure, texture, chemicals, stoniness).  
The Isle of Wight has no land classified as Grade 1.  The table above shows that the greatest 
part of the rural area is classified as Grade 3 or below with our Grade 2 land being 
concentrated on the more fertile and easily worked sandy soils, (Arreton Valley, Garstons, 
Atherfield).  However, the extent of lower quality land from an agricultural and growing 
perspective leading to less intensive agricultural practice is directly related to the high level 
of designation for landscape, natural and historic environments on the Island.     
 
5.2.2 Environmental Stewardship 
Under the former funding schemes (Countryside Stewardship & Environmentally Sensitive 
Area) the Isle of Wight had a high level of uptake with 26% of the landmass of the AONB 
being in Countryside Stewardship.vi  
 
The new Rural Development Programme for England includes an Environmental 
Stewardship Programme being administered by Natural England on behalf of Defra. The 
programme seeks to provide funding for management activities which benefit the landscape, 
natural and historic environment and access to the same.  The following table is an overview 
of interest in the new Entry Level, Higher Level and Organic Stewardship schemes which 
fall under the umbrella of Environmental Stewardship within the rural areavii. 
 
Environmental Stewardship 
Schemes Agreed and Live 

No. Hectares % of Rural Area 

Entry Level  61 5141.85 15.6 
Entry Level and Higher Level 9 1193.69 3.6 
Organic Entry Level 7 567.70 1.7 
Organic Higher Level 2 670.83 2 
TOTAL 79 7574.07 23 
 
Environmental Stewardship 
Schemes in discussion 

No. Hectares % of Rural Area 

Entry Level  0 0 0 
Entry Level and Higher Level 3 331.85 1 
Organic Entry Level 1 4.5 0 
Organic Higher Level 0 0 0 
TOTAL 4 336.35 1 
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This shows a high level of interest since the new scheme started in 2005 and with more 
funding being made available up until the end of the RDPE in 2013 the Island seems likely to 
exceed the 26% coverage of the former Countryside Stewardship Scheme. 
 
5.2.3 Development Pressure  
Analysis of planning applications determined by the Isle of Wight Council’s Planning 
Service in the 2006/07 financial year gives the following snapshot of development pressure 
in the rural area. The majority of development outside of the urban area is minor in nature.  
Household, dwellings and listed building consent featuring most prominently. 
 
Development type  No. applications  Granted planning consent 
Major Development   
Dwellings 17 8 
Offices/ Research & 
Development/ Light Industry 

1 0 

Heavy Industry / Storage 
/Warehousing 

22 8 

Retail / Distribution / 
Servicing 

1 1 

Other Major Development 18 11 
   
Minor Development   
Dwellings 212 101 
Offices/ Research & 
Development/ Light Industry 

16 12 

Heavy Industry / Storage 
/Warehousing 

0 0 

Retail / Distribution / 
Servicing 

4 2 

Other Minor Development 64 45 
   
Other Development   
Minerals 0 0 
Change of Use 64 37 
Householder Development 497 393 
Advertisements 26 22 
Listed Building / 
Conservation Area consents 

87 80 

Other Development 53 50 
Not classified 8 0 
   
Total 1094 770 
 
Within the rural area 105 Hectares (0.3%) is shown as ‘Development Envelope’ with the 
remaining area being classified as countryside.viii 
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5.2.4 Changes in farmland 
A review of the Agricultural Censuses from 1999 to 2006 shows a changing agricultural 
sector with increased importance of horticulture and poultry, a dramatic decline in dairy and 
cattle and a stable sheep sectorix.  Arable has declined slightly as have oil crops but it is 
expected that recent global prices for grain may lead to a more buoyant cereal sector in the 
future. The use of former pasturelands for leisure and amenity purposes (particularly the 
keeping of horses) is evident across the rural area.  Employment levels seem to be level but 
there is an ageing farm ownership. 
 
5.2.5 Woodland and forestry 
Analysis of data supplied by the Forestry Commissionx shows the following woodland 
resource in the Rural area. 
 
Type No. Hectares % Rural Area 
Ancient Woodland 202 1224.5 3.8 
Broadleaved 267 2131.7 6.4 
Mixed 127 768.3 2.3 
Shrub 74 281.4 0.8 
Young Trees 108 193.1 0.5 
Coniferous 50 153.3 0.5 
Coppice with standards 11 48 0.1 
Coppice 3 9.4 0.02 
All types 672 3685.4 11.1 
 
Woodland Grant Scheme (schemes currently running) 
Scheme Type No. Hectares % Rural Area 
Management 108 1026.8 3.1 
New Planting  159 261 0.8 
Management & New Planting 7 3.5 0.01 
 
There has been a significant level of funding from the Forestry Commission for woodland 
management and planting on the Isle of Wight.  Between 2001 and 2003 the Joining and 
Increasing Grant Scheme for Ancient Woodland (JIGSAW) planted 142 Hectares of 
additional woodland specifically planted adjacent to or linking areas of existing Ancient 
Woodland.  This is of benefit to Ancient Woodland species such as the Red Squirrel. 
 
5.2.6 Fishing 
There are 57 Vessels that fish regularly from various ports. Employing 81 fishermen these 
vessels mostly land there catches direct to the Island and processing what they can locally. 
These support 37 Friers, 4 Mongers and 5 processors giving a total of 46 employing many 
people and supporting local needs and requirements. Collectively this all adds up to a very 
important sector of employment and business support for the Island the support industries 
benefit from all fishing industry projects and ongoing work practisesxi. There is interest in 
opening / re-opening cockle and oyster fisheries. However, there is still a problem with local 
catch in terms of local marketing. There appears to be a mis-match between peak catch from 
crabs (mid-October on) and market demand. Issues surround relationships between the 
fishermen and owners of Bembridge harbour, the suitability of Ventnor Haven and offshore 
dredging. 
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5.3 The value of the land 
 
5.3.1 Non-food production 
There are no biomass burning power stations in the vicinity of the Island. Island farmers have 
therefore been unable to participate in any biomass subsidies. Biomass crops increase 
diversification opportunities for farmers but raise issues regarding biodiversity. There is 
some growing of biomass on the Island. 
 

5.3.2 Energy production 
There is no commercial wind generation in Rural Wight and no hydroelectric schemes.  
 
5.3.3 Woodland and forestry 
The IW Council and Forestry Commission estimate potential for small-scale wood fuel 
productionxii. However, it will require supply chain development and co-operation. As this 
currently doesn’t exist, there is no market for Island timber.  
 
EcoHomes and the Code for Sustainable Homes provide greater incentives for the use of 
local materials. Further research should investigate the potential for niche products such as 
locally-grown oak frames and cedar cladding, and the infrastructure necessary for this 
development. Certification of wood products in Eastern Europe has slowed down imports 
and may be partly responsible for the initial recovery of the home conifer market in the last 
couple of years. There is an opportunity to look at Island produced fencing stakes again, if 
they can be produced competitively. This would require a treatment plant for most conifer 
species, although chemical treatments are also under review.  
 
Whilst there is potential to develop the economic value of woodlands, their value for 
biodiversity and recreation also needs to be considered within planting and management 
regimes. 
 
5.3.4 Water 
Rural Wight is the major source of the public drinking water, as well as water for industrial 
and agricultural uses. Southern Water import 25% of IW demand from the River Test. In 
recent years farmers have been encouraged to create winter storage reservoirs.  
 
The Eastern Yar, Atherfield Brook and Lukely Brook are over-abstracted (at risk of 
environmental damage under current usage), and the Medina over- licensed (at risk of damage 
if licences were fully used).  These classifications are a first-pass attempt, using national, 
science-based methodology, and could be subject to further analysis and interpretation.  
However, it should be no surprise that small IW rivers and aquifers are heavily used and that 
there is no further water available for licensing in summerxiii.   
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5.3.5 Recreation 
Rural Wight provides all residents with opportunities for walking, eating / drinking, 
entertainment and driving. Most organised sports are in the urban areas.  
 
The Isle of Wight is renowned for its Public Rights of Way network which is one of the most 
dense per kilometre of any County and is of high standard and quality regarding its 
maintenance, recording and protection. xiv  This led directly to the establishment of the Isle of 
Wight Walking Festival in 1999 which is the largest of its type in the UK. 
 
5.3.6 Tourism 
Rural Wight serves the tourist economy in two ways, both as a host for visitors (day and 
overnight) and also by providing the image that attracts visitors to stay in the more urban 
resorts. The Tourism Development Planxv notes that it will impact on the rural economy in 
terms of: 
Ø The focus on outdoor activities such as walking, cycling and horse-riding 
Ø Promotion of arts and craft trails 
Ø Development and promotion of a local producers network 
Ø Eating out initiatives such as food trails and festivals 
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Ø Self catering accommodation development and diversification opportunities 
Ø Support for environmental projects 
Ø Support for AONB and Rights of Way improvements 
Ø Specialist retail in rural locations 
Ø Business Support initiatives 

 
5.3.7 Waste generation and disposal 
A significant proportion of waste, both domestic and commercial, is land-filled in Rural 
Wight. This implies additional transport impacts on the surrounding roads, along with the 
environmental effects of the landfill (litter, smell, emissions etc). 
 
Agricultural activities generate specific wastes, many of which are now controlled by 
government regulations. Agricultural wastes include manures and slurries, agrochemical 
plastics, silage wraps and fertiliser and seed bags. These wastes offer opportunities for 
recycling and reuse. 
 
5.4 Environmental quality 
 
5.4.1 Biodiversity 
The Isle of Wight is a microcosm of south-east England and as a result has a diverse but 
often smaller in extent share of habitats characteristic of the south east region.  Our maritime 
cliffs and slopes, chalk grasslands, and estuaries are of particular importance within the 
region, nationally and internationally.  Our Island status has consequences for wildlife and 
people.  We have no introduced species such as the Grey Squirrel, Deer or Mink; this allows 
populations of native species which have become rare on the mainland to flourish.  Our mild 
maritime climate also provides a foothold for species such as the Glanville Fritillary butterfly 
which is at the northern edge of its European range on the Isle of Wight. 
 
There are many species identified at a national level as a concern due to threats to their 
conservation.  Of these 54 are found on the Isle of Wight; including Early Gentian, 
Dormouse, Song Thrush, Skylark, Water Vole, and Starlet Sea Anemone.  A further 180 
species are listed as Nationally Important such as the Adonis Blue and Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary butterfly; marine species such as the Dogwhelk; freshwater fish such as Bullhead 
and Lamprey; wildflowers such as the Cornflower and Field Cow-wheat; birds such as the 
Barn Owl and Nightjar; and many species of Bats. 
 
In addition we have another 455 species which are locally distinctive identified by local 
experts and enthusiasts such as Mantis shrimps, Wasp spiders, Wall Lizards and Pink Wax-
cap Fungi, 
 
The conservation and enhancement of the habitats for these species remains of high 
importance.  Whilst we have a wealth of species and habitats on the Isle of Wight it is 
estimated that since the 1850s there has been a two-thirds decline in chalk grassland, and in 
the last fifty years we have seen the local extinction of 72 species with many more in decline.  
This is due to changes in the countryside and increasing human pressure on species and their 
habitats.xvi  
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5.4.2 Countryside character and tranquillity 
Due mainly to the underlying geology, the Island’s  landscape is diverse with distinct areas 
of unified character making areas locally distinctive. Landscape Character Assessment 
(LCA) is the nationally recognised technique for describing this. The Isle of Wight had a 
complete LCA in 1994 which identified twelve different Landscape Types (+ settlement) 
across the Island.  The extent of these in the rural area is shown in the table below: 
 
Landscape Character Type Hectares 
Traditional Enclosed Pasture 12274.38 
Chalk Downs  6586.59 
Settlement 4427.75 
Landscape Improvement Zone 2104.72 
Harbours and Creeks 1427.15 
Intensive Agricultural Farmland 1397.18 
Northern Woods 1357.73 
Southern Coastal Farmland 1177.40 
Sandstone Hills and Gravel Ridges 1149.48 
Undercliff 618.05 
Osborne 349.54 
Northern Coast 220.75 
 
Each of these has associated key characteristics and management aims in that document and 
also as the basis for the Isle of Wight AONB Management Plan. xvii This diversity of 
landscapes is often likened to low land England in miniature, with the rural area being a 
mixed farmed landscape as a result.  Pasture lands and their link to livestock and in particular 
dairy are of particular importance to the Isle of Wight (5% of land is managed for dairy and 
29% for cattle and sheep in the Isle of Wight AONB, with dairy at 3% and cattle and sheep at 
23% in the South East Protected Landscapes as a whole, and dairy at 3% and cattle and sheep 
at 22% in the overall South East).xviii 
 
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) have for many years promoted the importance of 
tranquillity in rural areas as part of their intrinsic character and value.  Noise pollution, 
development, light pollution, being close to nature and the sounds of nature, remoteness all 
play a part in tranquillity.  CPRE have published maps of tranquillity for the whole of 
England based upon a standard methodology, and have given each unitary authority or 
county a relative tranquillity score.  The Isle of Wight is 25 in a list of 87 unitary/counties in 
England with a score of -3.70.  The South East score is -9.12 so it can be seen that the Island 
is more tranquil than the South East as a whole.  However, the Island is no t as tranquil as the 
following areas in the South East, Wiltshire, West Berkshire, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, all of 
which have higher local tranquillity scores.xix 
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CPRE have for a number of years promoted the importance of night skies unaffected by light 
pollution.  Their Night Blight maps show the contrast between 1993 and 2003 with a 
significant increase in light pollution being seen across the South East.  Whilst this trend is 
reflected on the Isle of Wight, the county remains the darkest with 9% of the area being 
classed as having a dark night sky (SE average is 1%), the highest in the region, and also 
with the highest percentage of night sky in the next category showing low levels of light 
pollution 21%, (SE average 7%).xx 
 
 
5.5 Climate change 
 
5.5.1 Ecological footprint 
Based on 2003 analysis IW residents would currently need an island 2.8 times its size to 
support its consumptionxxi. This is an increase of 10% on 1999 levels. It is likely that Rural 
Wight has a slightly larger footprint than the urban areas, as detailed below. 
 
5.5.2 Carbon footprint of rural areas 
There are no specific stats for Rural Wight, but it is likely that the rural carbon footprint will 
be higher than the urban one due to: 
Ø Increased reliance on vehicle transport 
Ø Increased reliance on oil / electric heating 
Ø Insulation issues 

 
There are no specific stats for Rural Wight, but it is possible that Rural Wight is providing a 
sink as both soils and woodland fix carbon. Converting land to woodland or grassland makes 
the most contribution to carbon reduction.  
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5.5.3 Impacts of climate change on rural areas 
Further climate change is now inevitable. In the long term the degree of change will depend 
on how much greenhouse gas emissions are curbed, therefore a range of scenarios have been 
calculated. 
 
By 2050 summers in the South of England will be between 1.5 oC and 3.5oC warmer, and 
winters 1oC to 2oC degree warmer than at the end of the 20th century. Therefore hotter 
summers and milder winters are expected. Rainfall in summer will decrease between 15% 
and 30%, but will increase in winter between 5% and 15%. Heavy winter rainfall will also be 
more common, but there will be a significant decrease in snowfall22. 
 
Existing groundwater sources will be affected by a predicted overall reduction in rainfall. 
Existing low flows in the Island’s rivers and streams providing fresh water from Eastern Yar 
and Medina will be affected by a 1m sea level rise. Ferry terminals will be affected by sea 
level rise. Land will be lost due from coastal erosion due to increased storms and sea level 
rise. A warming climate on the mainland may mean that IW farmers may lose premiums for 
specialist cops such as garlic, salads etc23. 
 
Adaptation and mitigation strategies will need to be developed to deal with the change and 
these will no doubt have  impact upon the economy, environment and community in the rural 
Wight. As an Island, coastal protection, erosion and flooding issues will be of high 
importance. 
 
5.5.4 Impacts of climate change on agriculture  
The following scenarios have been prepared for the South East of England24. 
 
Traditional UK plants  

- Areas of traditional growth may change in size or location (e.g. potatoes likely to 
increase range, wheat likely to shift northwards) 

- Heat will benefit some crops (e.g. onions, legumes, carrots, sweetcorn) and damage 
others (e.g. wheat, salad crops) 

- Lack of frost may affect vernalisation and germination 
 
New varieties 

- Opportunity to grow sunflowers, soya beans, navy beans, traditional Mediterranean 
crops, (Apricots, almonds walnuts and kiwi fruit all now grow in SE England) 

- Opportunity to grow different varieties of traditional crops, such as more Durum 
wheat 

 
Animals 

- Affects on appetite and health 
- Increased risk of heat stress 
- Possible changes to finishing system required 
- Potentially decreased reproductivity 
- Alteration to grazing habits due to change in forage cover 

 
Livestock management 

- New breeds may be more suited to changed climate (Increased ventilation in 
buildings will be required 
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- Shade and shelter belt planting may be needed to protect exposed livestock 
- Wet autumns may require animals to be housed earlier – leading to an increase in 

feed and housing costs 
- Prolonged dry weather may increase the need to supplement forage with bought- in 

feed, silage or forage, potentially increasing feed costs 
- Changes in global feed markets may also affect costs 

 
Changes in pests and diseases 

- Increased temperature can increase the number of breeding cycles per annum 
- Pest may survive winters due to lack of frosts 
- Warmer climates encourage alien species to move northwards (e.g. Blue Tongue, 

Potato Beetle) 
 
 
5.6 Discussion Points 
 
The information provided above is not complete and should be seen as a snap shot of the 
landscape and environment of the Rural Wight.  A few points may be worthy of note or 
further consideration: 
 
Short-term 

i. Is the importance of the viability and contribution of the farming and forestry sector 
to the landscape, natural and historic environment of the Isle of Wight widely 
recognised? 

 
ii. Do we know how variations in commodity prices and other market forces will impact 

farming and forestry and upon the landscape and environment of the Isle of Wight? 
 
Long-term 

i. How will the Island’s distinctive landscape, natural and historic environment respond 
to climate change, and what threats, and opportunities will this bring? 

 
ii. How will future development impact upon the character, landscape and environment 

of the Isle of Wight? 
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Chapter 5 End Notes 
 
i  GIS analysis of Historic Environment Record 
ii  GIS analysis of Historic Environment Record 
iii  GIS analysis of Historic Environment Record (Appuldurcombe, Norris Castle, Northcourt, Nunwell, 

Osborne, Swainston, Ventnor Botanic Garden, Westover) 
iv  GIS analysis UDP 
v  Defra Agricultural Land Classification data 2002, GIS analysis of rural spatial area. 
vi  Socio-economic profiles of Protected Landscapes in the South East – Terra Consult for the Countryside 

Agency 2005.  (Isle of Wight joint second with the South Downs with North Wessex Downs having the 
highest percentage of its landscape in ESS & CS 27%) 

vii  GIS analysis of Natural England data Nov 2007 
viii  GIS analysis of UDP 
ix  DEFRA, Agricultural Census (1999 – 2006) 
x  Forestry Commission (2007) 
xi  Seafish, email from Guy,D (05 June 2007) 
xii  IW Council, Email from Fawcett, J (26 April 2007) 
xiii  Environment Agency, Email from Newton, K (25 December 2007) 
xiv  The Isle of Wight remains the only County to have attained  in 1999 the National Target for its Rights of 

Way set by the former Countryside Commission, a reflection of the quality of our network. 
xv  IW Council, Tourism Development Plan: The 2020 Vision for Tourism (2005) 
xvi  Wildlife of the Isle of Wight – an audit and assessment of its biodiversity.  Isle of Wight Biodiversity 

Action Plan Steering Committee. 2000. 
xvii  The Isle of Wight Landscape – an assessment of the AONB 1994. Countryside Commission.  More 

details on http://www.wightaonb.org.uk 
xviii  Socio-economic profiles for Protected Landscape areas in the South East – Terra Consult for the 

Countryside Agency 2005 
xix  CPRE – http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/landscape/tranquility/local-tranquillity-scores 
xx  CPRE - http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/landscape/light-pollution/light-pollution-in-your-area 
xxi  Island State: An ecological footprint analysis of the Isle of Wight (2000) 
22 South East Climate Change Partnership – Climate Change and Tourism in the South of England 

(undated) 
23 Business Link / Olive Consultancy presentation on Climate Change and the Rural Economy – Risks and 

Opportunities (2008) 
24 Business Link / Olive Consultancy presentation on Climate Change and the Rural Economy – Risks and 

Opportunities (2008) 
 
 
 
 


