
GET IN EARLY

We strongly recommend that you identify, assess and control environmental constraints at the earliest possible stage in the 
development process to avoid costly problems later on. This might be pre-acquisition, due diligence or initial scoping and 
design. We can pinpoint the critical environmental and ecological constraints and find the best way through for successful 
development.

SURVEYS

Ecological work on a site would normally begin with an Extended Phase 1 Survey, as prescribed by the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC), during which the main vegetation types are categorised and evidence of any species of 
conservation importance is recorded. The quality of the habitats present and the likelihood of their supporting protected 
species are also considered. 

If any protected species are proven to be present or are considered likely to be present at the site then more detailed survey 
work may be necessary.  These results  would then supply the detail required if a planning application is to be accepted as 
‘adequate’ in its treatment of site ecology. 

In the case of reptiles a presence /absence survey often follows Phase 1.  Felt ‘covers’ are deployed in locations
and at a  density directed by the Phase 1 work and are checked for reptiles on seven non-consecutive visits to 
the site . Depending on the results, the time of year and historic records of the site’s ecology, a further survey 
might then be used to complete work and provide an estimate of the local reptile population and its on-site distribution
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Natural Enterprise has a passion to make a difference to the community we live in and to our clients and the partners 
we work with. We provide a wide range of services, both locally and regionally; from our environmental consultancy 
service, economic development work, project delivery through to managing European Funding programmes 

REPTILES - PROTECTED SPECIES 

an economic and environmental partnership

Protected species are a vitally important element to consider when seeking planning permission; an inadequate 
assessment could lead to a planning refusal and lengthy delays. Reptile surveys are seasonal as all species hibernate. 
Surveys can be undertaken between March and October but best are results obtained in April/May as they emerge 

from hibernation and in September/October as they return. 
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MITIGATION

As a priority we would always look to protect and preserve reptiles on the site, where possible providing them with 
refuge and an enhanced habitat that is adequate for their needs. As an example we would build a hibernacula for 
refuge and create a basking and feeding area. If this is not possible, we would look to remove the reptiles from the 
site (translocate) to a site which is as nearby as possible.

STATUTORY PROTECTION 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all native reptile species (the four most commonly encountered being 
slow worm, adder, grass snake, common lizard), legislating that it is an offence to injure or kill any. Fines and prison 
sentences are sanctions available to the courts when offences under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (and associated 
legislation) are proven. Police wildlife liaison offers are often contacted by concerned members of the public during 
site development works; a clear mitigation strategy can provide an essential reassurance and build productive links 
between developers and the local community. 

TIMINGS 

With reptiles hibernating from November-March there is a relatively short window of opportunity to survey and the 
appropriate mitigation can take time to set up, so it is essential to conduct the initial surveys as early as possible in 
the planning process to prevent delays and reduce costs. 

OUR EXPERTISE WITH REPTILES

Natural Enterprise has expert surveyors with over 20 year’s practical experience in reptile survey. We have designed, 
managed and delivered successful reptile migration strategies, integrated effective reptile conservation measures 
into landscaping and planting schemes and organised and managed off-site translocations. 
Throughout we will work to balance the clients’ needs and aspirations with the demands of regulators and the 
planning system. Our aim is always to deliver practical solutions, effective remedies and sound environmental 
protection. 

If you would like to discuss any of the above please feel free to call us on 01983 535888 
or email info@naturalenterprise.co.uk 


